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Inspired by our Healthy Church Initiative (HCI), and our goal to
create a welcoming and hospitable environment to fuel growth
for all ages, beautiful updates are happening to the Lake Harriet
United Methodist Church facility. A coordinated, fresh palette of
carpet, furniture and paint has been thoughtfully selected by a
team led by a professional designer. Painting of walls is nearly
complete, new carpet will be installed mid-August, and new
furniture will be in place by Rally Sunday. Visit the presentation board at church so you can physically see and feel and
visualize the changes before they happen. Thank you to the
volunteers of all ages who helped prep and paint the walls!

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is delighted to share
that we have hired a new Director of Music Ministries,
Organist, and Sanctuary Choir Director! Jungjoo Park has
accepted our offer and will fill all three of these roles.
Jungjoo comes to us with 20 years of experience serving in church musician roles. She has a music degree from
Yon-Sei University in Seoul, Korea as well as a Doctoral degree in Organ Performance, with a minor in Choral
Conducting, from Indiana University.
We are happy to welcome Jungjoo to the LHUMC community, as we build on our legacy
and commitment to strong music ministries. SPRC will be providing opportunities for
you to get to know Jungjoo better in the coming months. Jungjoo will begin limited
office hours on August 1, so that planning can get underway for fall programming. Her
first Sunday in worship will be August 27, as she fulfills her musical commitments to two
other congregations in the metro area through the summer. SPRC interviewed multiple
candidates and brought finalists in for an audition rehearsal with the choir. SPRC is
continuing to work with the Shout Band, as we finalize plans to hire a new Band Leader.
Please continue to pray for this process, and pray for Jungjoo as she begins at Lake
Harriet UMC!
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Under Construction!
By Rev. Melanie Homan

“To welcome, inspire, and nourish
our community to be the hands and feet
of God in the world.”

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410
Office Hours: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm (M—F)

612.926.7645
church@lakeharrietumc.org
lakeharrietumc.org

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY
We aim to be good neighbors. During
the warm months we host the Fulton
Farmer’s Market. Lake Harriet UMC also
hosts our neighborhood food shelf
at 31st and Fremont.

RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We welcome people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate
in the life and ministries of our church. We
honor and celebrate the diversity of all
people and their families through our advocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries.

ARTS
We welcome theater, music and arts
groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet
Players produce a high quality all-inclusive
musical in our sanctuary every spring.

GREEN
We believe in caring for our earth. We have
updated our building to be more efficient,
are avid recyclers & composters, and have
installed a rain garden on our property
to reduce run-off and solar panels on our
roof to reduce our electricity draw an
average of 40%.

SAFE SANCTUARIES
We want your children to be safe at
Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers,
participate in strategic planning & screen
all volunteers & employees who care for
our kids, youth and vulnerable adults.

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ.
These are Paul’s words to the Philippians. I resonate with his words
when I think about Lake Harriet UMC. I give thanks to God every day
for the people and community of Lake Harriet! Like Paul, I too, am
confident that the one who began a good work among us will bring it
to completion.
That’s an especially important thing to remember, in this season when
we are “under construction”. Being under construction isn’t easy. It’s
often messy and inconvenient. It’s also really hard to find something
that everyone likes! I am grateful that Lisa Babbs has shared her Godgiven gifts with our community. As a professional design consultant,
she has donated countless hours working with our hospitality team and
Trustees to improve our space. I am thankful to the Trustees, Lisa, and
the hospitality team for giving such thoughtful time and consideration
to everything from carpet color, to furniture design, and paint palette.
The painting was finished in a week, due to the hard work of volunteers. Next comes the new carpet and new furniture. We are right in
the messiest part of construction – when the good work has started
but it is not yet complete! We hope to “bring it to completion” by our
fall kick off. We want our space to reflect the hospitality and welcome
we offer our community.
There is more under construction than just our building. Our Wednesday night schedule is also under construction, in order to connect more
people to God through worship and to deepen our spiritual life. We
have started the good work – and our new worship will continue to be
under construction as we go. We are creating a Wednesday worship
lab so we have space to be creative and try new things. Some experiences will work well, other ideas will fail – both will be embraced as we
learn together.
Even more than buildings and schedules, I’m reminded that we as individuals are also “under construction”. We aren’t perfect. Throughout
life, we are works in progress. It’s messy and challenging, but we trust
that God has begun a good work in each of us and will ultimately bring
it to completion.

Addendum: Our commitment to hospitality, to being the hands and feet
of God in our neighborhood, is the reason we reached out to our city
councilperson, Linea Palmisano. In light of Justine’s death, we offered
our space and hospitality to our community for a forum. Even though
we’re in the messy part of being under construction, the Spirit is moving
and working among us. A special thank you to all of our volunteers for
welcoming our neighbors to a community conversation on August 2.
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Coming Fall 2017!
Why does LHUMC uniquely exist?
To welcome, inspire, and nourish our
community to be the hands and feet of

Living Out Our Mission
Leadership Council/HCI Update
By Krista McVann and Lorrie Sandelin, Co-Lay Leaders
As you may have noticed there are visible changes
happening in the LHUMC commons and hallway
areas. As part of our goal to create a welcoming,
hospitable environment and care for our physical
space, the commons area updates have begun! In
July a team of volunteers prepped and painted the
commons area and the hallways. A big thank you to
all who helped prep and paint! Also, many thanks
to the team who has worked for many months on
the design, colors and carpet. Next step will be the
installation of new carpeting in August. Make sure
to stop by the display in the commons area so you
can physically see and visualize the changes.
As we reflect on our mission, this summer there are
numerous examples of the LHUMC congregation
living out what it means To Welcome, Inspire, and
Nourish our community to be the hands and feet of
God in the world. In July alone, we welcomed kids
and families for a fun filled week of VBS, we hosted
the Bandshell service at Lake Harriet with close to
500 folks in attendance, and every Saturday we
have an average of 100 farmers market patrons
utilize our facilities! These are just a few examples
of the way the Healthy Church Initiative is coming
to life. If you would like to be a part of implementing our vision and values, contact Lorrie, Melanie or
Krista. There are many opportunities to use your
gifts and want you involved!
As we continue this journey, please continue to
pray for LHUMC as we work towards our mission.
Thank you! If you have questions or comments
please contact, Krista McVann: krista.mcvann@gmail.com or Lorrie Sandelin: sandelin.lorrie@gmail.com. More updates to come!
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God in the world.

How do we behave (Core Values)?
1. Inclusive
2. Intergenerational
3. Serving those in need through social
action and outreach

What is our goal?
Create a welcoming and hospitable
environment to fuel growth for all ages.

How will we succeed (Objectives)?
1. Host quarterly/semi-annual events/build
strategic partners
2. Develop intergenerational service on
Wednesday nights
3. Strengthen system for deepening
engagement
4. Care for our physical environment.

Come to church and
see the beautiful new
“Stafford Brown”
color bringing more
focus to the Paul
Granlund statue in
the Commons and
waiting to bring out
some of the beautiful
color in the new carpeting to be installed
the middle of August.
Also check out the
“Silent Path” color on
the kitchenette wall
as it picks up the
color in the stone
fireplace hearth. All
chosen to make the
space more welcoming and fresh.

Exciting Changes Coming
to Wednesday Nights
Starting This Fall!
Wednesday Night Worship
There is something for everyone on
Wednesday nights at Lake Harriet UMC!
5:30p Bell choirs for children
5:45p Pizza Supper
6:30p Worship
6:30p Choirs for children ages 3-6th grade
7:00p Confirmation & Senior High Youth
Group
7:00p Adult study groups
Adult music group practices throughout
the evening!

1st Wednesday of every month KidFirst Worship - intergenerational
What:
When:
Who:

Worship!
Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:00p
All are welcome! We value being
inclusive and intergenerational.

worship specifically meant to engage our
youngest worshippers! Children’s choirs will
participate and help lead KidFirst Worship.
Free nursery care every Wednesday evening
for children.

We are developing a new, after-dinner worship service offering
for our Wednesday evening gatherings this fall. Consistent
with our Healthy Church objectives, we are looking to enhance
opportunities for spiritual growth and intergenerational fellowship among audiences that may not be able to attend on Sunday
mornings.
What does this mean for Sunday mornings?
We have great worship with incredible music every Sunday
morning. We have an education hour with great learning
opportunities for all ages every Sunday morning. None of
that changes! We will continue to have great worship, music,
and learning for all ages every Sunday.
What does this mean for Wednesday nights?
See the new Wednesday night schedule above right. The exciting
potential of this Healthy Church Initiative objective has been
made possible through the flexibility of existing Wednesday
night groups. Thank you!
Questions? Want to volunteer? Looking to help make our
new Wednesday night worship successful? We want to hear
from you! Please contact Pastor Melanie, Pastor Chris, or our
lay leaders Lorrie Sandelin and Krista McVann to get involved.
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Children’s & Family Ministries
By Janet Bomar, Director

I want to extend an appreciative, heartfelt thank you to the dozens of adult and
youth volunteers who made our Hero Central VBS a success. We had 125 children
from LHUMC and the local community here for 5 days having fun and learning about
God’s love. It is so wonderful seeing all of our generations enjoying VBS together.

Answer the call to serve with children! The Children and Family Ministries
Team is in need of adult volunteers on Sunday morning to help in the Godly Play and
Explore rooms. What better way to get to know our youngest members and their
families than helping along in their faith journey!

On Sunday, September 10, we will kick off our program year with
a Godly Play open house. If you have ever wondered what happens in the
Godly Play room, this is your chance to hear a story with your children! We will also
celebrate our 3 year olds with their Ministry Milestone: Welcome to Godly Play.

Exciting changes coming to Wednesday nights starting this Fall...
Wednesday night Worship!
There is something for everyone on Wednesday nights at Lake Harriet UMC!
5:30p Bell choirs for children
5:45p Pizza Supper
6:30p Worship
6:30p Choirs for children ages 3 - 6th grade
7:00p Confirmation & Senior High Youth Group
7:00p Adult Study Groups
Adult music group practices throughout the evening!
1st Wednesday of every month - KidFirst Worship - intergenerational
worship specifically meant to engage our youngest worshippers!
Free nursery care Every Wednesday evening for children

Janet Bomar
Director of Children’s and Family Ministries
janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org
612.926.7645
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Hero Central Vacation Bible School at LHUMC!

Looking Ahead
Wednesday, September 6—
Wednesday Nights!

Youth Ministry
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor
Friday August 4—Lock-In We will meet at 7:00p at church
and pick up on the Movie Marathon and we will have games, treats,
and more. The Lock-in will conclude at 7:00a on Saturday morning.
Adult volunteers needed.

Wednesday, August 9- Service Night We will meet at
church at 5:15p and go out to serve, with a late meal to follow and
discussion.

Friday, August 11—Junior High Mission Trip Experience
We are going to serve around the greater metro area. This will be
filled with fun and connection and we will have a blast! We will conclude on Sunday, August 13.

Wednesday, August 16—Mission Trip Sunday Prep
And Youth Ministry Team Meeting We will gather at 6pm
for pizza and then walk through the Mission Trip Service, top to
bottom. All musicians, speakers, and well everybody, should gather
to prep for a great Sunday! We will be done no later than 8pm. If
you have pictures from the Jr. High Mission Trip or ASP trip, please
send them to Chris Carr. Following this, we will gather the Youth
Ministry Team to discuss the upcoming Fall schedule and to some
team-building.

Sunday, August 20—Mission Trip Sunday/Sponsor
Appreciation Dessert Reception All worship leaders need to
be at church by 9am for one more run-through of everything. ASP
folks, make sure you wear your t-shirts! After worship, we get to thank
our sponsors of the trip with a nice dessert reception. Everyone needs
to bring at least one story from the trip to share, and a treat to share
as well.

Wednesday, August 30—Youth Ministry Team Kick-Off
This will be an important night as we prepare for the upcoming
year. The Youth Ministry Team will meet from 6-7:30p over food to
continue to discuss the upcoming year and get ourselves organized
for a great year of ministry and programming.

PIZZA—6-6:30p every Wednesday
night. $1.50/slice suggested donation
6:30-7:00p—All youth game time!
7-8:00p—Confirmation Orientation
And SR. High Drop-In All 7-9th grade
youth and their parents will meet with
Chris Carr and the Confirmation Leaders to talk about our upcoming year of
Confirmation and DROP-IN START-UP

Wednesday Night Worship
Kick-Off! October 4,
6:30-7:00p
MEA Getaway Retreat
Oct. 19-22, 9-12th grade
A great weekend up at camp castaway
with other youth from all over the
state of MN. Great music, great speakers, lots of fun, and powerful moments
of the presence of God in a beautiful
space and community! We leave
Thursday afternoon and return Sunday
afternoon.

THE EVENT!
November 3-5
5th-9th grade Fifth through ninthgrade Minnesota United Methodists
are invited to join others from across
the state for a weekend full of fun,
music, games, discovery, activities,
quiet time, art, science, excitement,
Jesus, gym time, candy, reflection,
laughter, service, pool time, food, Bible time, friendships, learning, God,
dancing, prayer, silliness, Communion,
and more. The theme is "Named and
Claimed."- www.minnesotaumc.org

RE-YOU-NITE 2018
Saturday, Feb. 24
5-11:00p
More to come!
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In late July, LHUMC youth were the hands and feet
of God in the world in mission—our Senior High
Appalachia Service Project (ASP) team (20 youth
and 13 adult leaders, including 3 college students),
travelled to Knott County, Tennessee, to serve—

construction projects on the homes of families in
the Appalachian area—and form meaningful and
lasting relationships with the families they served.
While there, LHUMC was presented a certificate
celebrating our 30 years participation in ASP. Sunday, August 20, is Mission Trip Sunday, where
participants will share some of their powerful
stories of faith in action while on the trip.
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Save the Date!
United Methodist Women
Fall Retreat October 28

 Be a Saturday Farmers Market Host—Sign up for a 2.5
hour shift to offer hospitality to market patrons who use
LHUMC facilities. We have had an average of 100 farmers
market patrons who utilize our building each Saturday and
are very grateful for the opportunity to use our facilities!
(lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer)

 Farmers Market Craft Helpers Needed Saturday, August 5,
9:00a-12:30p (or part of that time)
On Saturday 8/5, LHUMC will host the children’s activity
table at the Fulton Farmers Market in our parking lot. This
is a great way to reach out to our neighbors. If you can
only help part of the time, that is okay. Contact Janet Bomar at 612.926.7645 or janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org.

 Joyce Uptown Foodshelf—There are many volunteer opportunities and ways to get involved with the food shelf.
Volunteers are needed to continue to provide this service
to our community. Please contact Karin Erickson for more
information at karinschurrer@gmail.com.

Join us for the UMW Women's Fall
Retreat, held again this year at the
beautiful Mt. Olivet Retreat Center
on Saturday October 28. It will be a
time for fellowship, inspiration and
rejuvenation! We are excited to announce that this year's speaker will
be Martha Postlethwaite. Martha is
the pastor of the Recovery Church
UMC in St. Paul. Our topic this year
is "Growing Resiliency: Grief,
Grace and Gratitude."
The cost will be $35 per person
for Early Bird Registration
and $40 after October 1.
Look for registration
information in upcoming
newsletters and
in the bulletin.

 Feed My Starving Children—We serve Monday, August
7. Carpool from the church at 7:20p or meet the group at
the Eagan site at 8p. You’ll be home by 10p. Sign up on
the sheet in the Commons or at lakeharrietumc.org. Questions? Contact Roger Meredyk: 952-922-6580 or
rjmeredyk@gmail.com.

 Grounds Care Saturday, August 12, 10-11:30a—sign up
to help keep our grounds beautiful! No need to be a master gardener, instructions given for each session.
(lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer).

 Wesley Meal – We serve Saturday, August 26 at Wesley
Church, 101 E. Grant St. (next to the Convention Center).
Help prepare the meal at 9am, serve the meal at 11am,
furnish bars, or any combination. Sign up on the website:
lakeharrietumc.org, or contact coordinator Lori Semke:
lori@misamigosimmersion.com.

View all our volunteer opportunities at

Why does LHUMC uniquely exist?
To welcome, inspire, and nourish our
community to be the hands and feet
of God in the world.

lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer.
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Dear LHUMC friends,
Lake Harriet United Methodist
Church Staff
MINISTERS: Our entire congregation
PASTOR:
Rev. Melanie Homan
melanie.homan@lakeharrietumc.org
PASTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Rev. Chris Carr
chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org
MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR:
Søren Bijnagte
soren.bijnagte@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY:
Janet Bomar
janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org

Many, many heartfelt thanks for the fabulous
finale and the event filled appreciation July 9.
What a retirement launch!
The memories of the worship service,
reception and program will long remain!
I so appreciate you many talented musicians
who played and sang for the service and the
encore Bandshell service, and even more for
everyone's kind words, written and spoken,
the lovely cards, the many thoughtful and
generous gifts, and your prayers for Tony
and me as we begin a new life adventure.
We will be praying for LHUMC as new
possibilities unfold, and we continue to
carry you in our hearts.
Your fan, Kathy (and Tony)

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Barb Hanson
barb.hanson@lakeharrietumc.org
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR:
Jim Koon
jim.koon@lakeharrietumc.org
CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Karissa Ouren
karissa.ouren@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Jungjoo Park
jungjoo.park@lakeharrietumc.org
GODSKIDS CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Michelle Porter
michelle.porter@lakeharrietumc.org
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:
Lorrie Sandelin
lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST:
Jane Weiers
jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR, LHUMC PRESCHOOL:
Andrea Wright
info@lakeharrietumpreschool.org
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE
Submit articles for the September, 2017,
newsletter by August 15, 2017. Send
all articles via email to Jane Weiers,
communications specialist:
jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org.

Adult Learning and Spiritual Enrichment
Fall Learning Opportunities:
A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota - This year-long study
explores essays written by local authors. Book cost: $13.
Short Stories By Jesus - This study of Jesus’ parables by Amy-Jill Levine
takes readers back in time to understand how the original Jewish audience
understood them. Book cost: $9.
 Books will be available through LHUMC
 Sign up for small groups now! Visit lakeharrietumc.org
 Groups will begin on September 17, with groups meeting during
the 10am enrichment hour on Sundays. A Wednesday evening
group will meet at 7:00pm starting September 13.
FaithLinks – this drop in/drop out, no prep class studies scripture as it
relates to contemporary topics.
On deck for Winter/Spring:
January Term – contemporary topic with guest speakers
Lent – Bible Lecture Series with Rev. Jim Gaughan
Short Term Study on Galatians
Interested in co-facilitating a small group? Let us know! Contact Eriks
Dunens at eriksdunens@gmail.com. Facilitator training will be held at the
end of August.
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“To welcome, inspire, and nourish our community to be
the hands and feet of God in the world.”

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

30

31
Preschool Floor Replacement

1
Preschool Floor Replacement
10:00 Open Knitting
5:00 4th Step Seminar

2
Preschool Floor Replacement
8:00 Youth Movie Marathon
12:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Community Listening
Session

3
Preschool Floor Replacement
7:10 United Methodist
Day At The MN Twins

4
Preschool Floor Replacement
7:00 Youth Lock-In

5
8:30 Fulton Farmers
Market
9:00 Yoga

6
10:00 Summer Worship
11:00 Youth Day Trip to
Quarries
6:00 Yoga
7:00 Compass Rose
Brass Rehearsal
8:00 Al-Anon

7
Preschool Floor Replacement
6:30 Pilates
7:20 Feed My Starving
Children Carpool

8
Preschool Floor Replacement
8:30 Camp Mission
Service Purpose
10:00 Open Knitting
5:00 4th Step Seminar
6:00 Yoga
6:00p Trustees
7:00 SPRC Meeting

9
Preschool Floor Replacement
8:30 Camp Mission
Service Purpose
12:30 Staff Meeting
5:00 Youth At Mary’s
Place
5:30 ALSET

10
11
Preschool Floor Replace- Preschool Floor Rement
placement
8:30 Camp Mission
Service Purpose

12
8:30 Fulton Farmers
Market
9:00 Yoga
10:00 LHUMC Grounds
Care

13
10:00 Summer Worship
11:30 Worship @ The
Waters
6:00 Yoga
8:00 Al-Anon

14
Carpet Installation
6:30 Pilates
7:00 Outreach Team

15
Carpet Installation
Newsletter Deadline
10:00 Open Knitting
5:00 4th Step Seminar
6:00 Yoga

16
Carpet Installation
9:30 UMW Executive
Board
12:00 Youth Mission Trip
Sunday Prep
12:30 Staff Meeting

17
Carpet Installation
6:30 Finance Mtg
7:00p Dolce Quintet
Rehearsal

18
Carpet Installation

19
8:30 Fulton Farmers
Market
9:00 Yoga
12:30 Catherin Beck
Visitation
2:00 Catherine Beck
Memorial Service

20
10:00 Summer Worship
6:00 Yoga
8:00 Al-Anon

21
6:30 Theater Board
6:30 4th Step Seminar
6:30 Pilates

22
10:00 Open Knitting
5:00 4th Step Seminar
6:00 Yoga
7:00 Leadership Council

23
12:30 Staff Meeting

24
7:00p Dolce Quintet
Rehearsal

25

26
8:30 Fulton Farmers
Market
9:00 Wesley Meal
9:00 Yoga

27
10:00 Summer Worship
10:30 Janet & Joe Kennedy 50th Anniversary
12:00 SWHS Volleyball
Booster Car Wash
6:00 Yoga
7:00 Compass Rose
Brass
8:00 Al-Anon

28
6:30 Pilates

29
10:00 Open Knitting
5:00 4th Step Seminar
6:00 Yoga

30
31
12:30 Staff Meeting
7:00p Dolce Quintet
6:00 Youth Ministry Team Rehearsal
Kick-Off

1

2
8:30 Fulton Farmers
Market
Yoga
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Lake Harriet United Methodist Church is a vibrant, reconciling
congregation in the 50th and France area, with a heartbeat call
to “be the community to welcome and sustain one another in this
thing called life.” All are welcome here, and there is something
for everyone here. To learn more about our many ministries, visit
www.lakeharrietumc.org, or stop by the church office.

“...the people; they
are so welcoming,
so committed to the
church, they take
care of each other,
build each other up
and really love
their neighbor.”

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church welcomes people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate in the life and ministries
of our church. We honor and celebrate the diversity of all people and their families through our advocacy, prayers and ministries.

