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DIVERSITY
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RE-YOU-NITE 2018!
Music, Worship, a lot of fun, and
conversation at the intersection of
Spirituality, Sexuality, and Identity
This is a loving and inclusive event for youth of all
orientations and identities in the name of Christ.

When: Saturday, February 24, 2018, 3pm-11pm
Who: 9-12th Graders from all over Minnesota
Where: Lake Harriet United Methodist Church,
Sign Up On The Church Website—lakeharrietumc.org. INVITE FRIENDS! We are
hosting this state-wide event, so please contact Chris for leadership/volunteer opportunities!

FEATURING
Keynote Speaker: M Barclay
www.enfleshed.com
Rev. M Barclay is serving as
Director of enfleshed. M formerly served as Director of
Communications at Reconciling Ministries Network where
they advocated for queer and
trans inclusion in The United
Methodist Church. They have
also enjoyed working as a
hospital chaplain, youth director, justice associate and
faith coordinator for reproductive justice in Texas.
M is passionate about bringing fresh and relevant
perspectives to the questions, traditions, and theologies that have sustained our faith communities for
centuries. They have extensive experience in writing,
preaching, and teaching on the gospel's call to communal justice making.
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Musician: AGAPE (Dave Scherer)
www.hiphopoutreach.com
AGAPE* (Dave Scherer) has inspired hundreds of thousands
of people from Brooklyn to Bosnia with his relational ministry
"Hip Hop Outreach." Combining
rapping, dancing, storytelling
and his fluency in Spanish,
AGAPE* connects with his listeners in a way that they really "get it". He has recorded 10 albums and recently published a book entitled
“Agap-ology.” Many young people saw him perform
on the main stage of the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering
at Ford Field where he was a featured performer. His
ministry was also featured in a ABC documentary
about people tackling food insecurity in America.
These days you can find him at Luther Seminary
where he works part-time as the Christian Public
Leader coordinator. He is also a Qualified Administrator of the Intercultural Development Inventory.

Looking Back As
We Look Forward

By Rev. Melanie Homan
“To welcome, inspire, and nourish
our community to be the hands and feet
of God in the world.”

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410
Office Hours: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm (M—F)

612.926.7645
church@lakeharrietumc.org

I’ve learned a lot this year. I learned
that things don’t always turn out the
way you planned, or the way you
think they should. And I’ve learned
that there are things that go wrong that don’t always get fixed or
get put back together the way they were before. I’ve learned that
some broken things stay broken, and I’ve learned that you can get
through bad times and keep looking for better ones, as long as you
have people who love you.
– Jennifer Weiner

lakeharrietumc.org

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY
We aim to be good neighbors. During
the warm months we host the Fulton
Farmer’s Market. Lake Harriet UMC also
hosts our neighborhood food shelf
at 31st and Fremont.

RECONCILING CONGREGATION
We welcome people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate
in the life and ministries of our church. We
honor and celebrate the diversity of all
people and their families through our advocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries.

ARTS
We welcome theater, music and arts
groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet
Players produce a high quality all-inclusive
musical in our sanctuary every spring.

GREEN
We believe in caring for our earth. We have
updated our building to be more efficient,
are avid recyclers & composters, and have
installed a rain garden on our property
to reduce run-off and solar panels on our
roof to reduce our electricity draw an
average of 40%.

SAFE SANCTUARIES
We want your children to be safe at
Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers,
participate in strategic planning & screen
all volunteers & employees who care for
our kids, youth and vulnerable adults.

Instead of making and breaking resolutions for the new year in
record time, I’ve been looking back on 2017 and asking the question: “What have I learned this past year?” Looking back helps as
we look forward: “What do I want to
learn in this new year?”
I’ve learned a lot from Jing, the
exchange teacher from China who
is living with us. I’ve learned that not
everyone likes ice in their beverages
and the more people sitting around
the dinner table, the better! I’ve
learned that I can handle a lot of
change, even if I don’t prefer it. I’ve
learned that my self-perception of
being open and inclusive has its limits–
I just can’t handle chicken feet in our
fridge. We all have growing edges!

I’ve also learned
how deep the
love, care, and
concern of Lake
Harriet UMC is.

I’ve been given the opportunity to teach: to explain who Jesus is,
what the differences are between Christianity, Judaism, and Islam,
how our democracy and voting works, and how to remain safe
and warm when it is -20 degrees (stay inside or at least stop going outside with wet hair!)
I’ve also learned how deep the love, care, and concern of Lake
Harriet UMC is. I’ve learned that you step up to help each other
and if you see a need, you respond. That’s some of what I’ve
learned this past year. What about you? What have you learned?
I look forward to discovering and learning new things in this new
year – both personally and with all of you.
May God bless us with wisdom and new insights each day,

Pastor Melanie
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January Worship
Highlights
Wednesday, January 3
Youth-led worship @ 6:30p.

Sunday, January 7
communion, Pastor Melanie preaching,
9:00a choir, 1st grade ministry milestone,
11:11a Fuzzy Math – guest musicians!

Wednesday Night Worship at LHUMC

There is something for everyone on Wednesday nights at
Lake Harriet UMC!
Our regular Wednesday evening schedule resumes Jan. 3:

Wednesday, January 10
KidFirst worship with GodsKids and Cherub Choirs @ 6:30p.

Sunday, January 14
Pastor Melanie preaching, 9:00a Choir,
11:11a Shout Band.

Wednesday, January 17
Youth-led worship @6:30p.

Sunday, January 21
Pastor Chris preaching, 9:00a Festival Bells,
11:11a Shout Band.

Wednesday, January 24

5:30 - 6:00 Children/youth bell groups
5:45 - 6:30 Pizza
6:30 - 7:00 Worship
6:30 - 7:00 Cherub and GodsKids choirs
6:15 - 7:30 Sanctuary choir
7:00 - 8:00 Confirmation and senior high youth group
7:00 - 8:00 Adult small group studies
7:30 - 8:30 Adult bell choir
7:30 - 8:30 Shout Band
Free nursery care every Wednesday evening.

KidFirst Worship!

Wednesday, January 10, 6:30p

On Wednesday, January 10, we will celebrate our monthly
KidFirst intergenerational worship! GodsKids and Cherub Choirs
will lead our music, with the Explore Class leading worship! Join
us as we empower our young leaders and worship God together.

“Faith IN Music” – Shout Band faith stories
@ 6:30p.

Sunday, January 28
Pastor Melanie preaching, 9:00a Compass
Rose Brass, 11:11a Shout Band.

Church Conference January 21, 10:00a

There will be a church conference January 21 at 10:00a in the
Reception Room for the purposes of approving the 2018 budget
and receiving annual reports.

Wednesday, January 31
United Methodist Women led worship @
6:30p.

New Member Class January 3, 7:00p

If you are considering membership at Lake Harriet UMC, join us!
This class is a great opportunity to learn more about Lake Harriet
UMC and the United Methodist Church. Please let the church office
know if you plan to come, so we have materials for you. Childcare
provided! 612-926-7645 or church@lakeharrietumc.org.
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Help Make A Difference In
The World: Health Kit Packing
Event January 14, 10:00a
On Sunday, January 14, at 10:00a, all are invited to help
pack health kits for United Methodist Committee On Relief
(UMCOR) to distribute to disaster survivors around the
world. Note: There will not be
children’s education classes
that day. All members, friends,
and neighbors are invited to
participate! We will meet in
the Fellowship Hall downstairs

A Good Time for the Truth
Book Study – new session starting on Wednesdays
from 7-8:00p, beginning January 3! Did you miss the first round
of small groups discussing the book, “A Good Time for the Truth:
Race in Minnesota”? Pastor Melanie and Julie Konrardy are starting a new group, beginning January 3. Join us in the Reception
Room after Wednesday worship!

Follow us on social media:
Instagram: LakeHarrietUMC
Twitter: @LakeHarrietUMC
@LHUMCkids
@LHUMCyouth
Facebook: facebook.com/Lake-HarrietUnited-Methodist-Church
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Children’s & Family Ministries
By Janet Bomar, Director

First Grade Ministry Milestone January 7
On January 7 we will celebrate our 1st Graders in their Ministry Milestone: Touch the Water. We will meet in the Fireside
Room to learn about baptism, and have some fun activities
and a treat! While Ministry Milestones are a great way to
spend some special parent-child time together, siblings are
welcome to join in! Our 1st Graders will be recognized in the
9:00 service.

Church-wide Service Project
January 14, 10:00a
On Sunday, January 14, we will have a church-wide
service project during the 10:00a enrichment hour.
There will not be any children’s education classes
that day. Everyone is welcome to participate in our
service project. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall
and put kits together for UMCOR disaster relief.

Vacation Bible School 2018!
It’s January so it must be time to start thinking about
Vacation Bible School! VBS will be held July 9-13 2018
from 9:00a-12:00p. Our theme is Rolling River Rampage! VBS campers will experience the ride of a lifetime
with God. Along the river, we will discover that life with
God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and
we can trust God to be with us through anything. Be on
the lookout for registration information in the coming
weeks.
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Children’s and Family Ministries
Director Janet Bomar speaking at a
Wednesday Night Worship Lab service.

Youth Ministry
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor

January 3- YAY Night! For 7th and 8th graders and 10-12th graders, we will get back into our YAY groups for 9th graders- we will kick-off a 6
week study of Methodism as part of your Confirmation experience. We will
also have a Youth Ministry Team Meeting following programming, starting
at 8:00p.

Looking Ahead

January 10- 7th Graders will discuss one of the important figures of
the Bible, Esther. 8th graders will study Paul. At 8:00p, after Confirmation and
Drop-In, all ASP participants and their parents will meet to talk about next
steps and planning for the upcoming fundraiser, Super Sub Sandwiches.
Please be there.

January 12-14- Ski Trip to Giant’s Ridge- We will leave on Friday
afternoon and head north for a weekend in Biwabik on the slopes! We will
return on Sunday night. For ASP participants, Payment #2 is due this
weekend as well. Please pay online on the church web site.

January 17- 7th Graders will be studying the Psalms. Sr. High will have

REYOUNITE- Saturday,
Feb. 24- All youth leaders and
volunteers will need to be at
church by 1:00p for set-up. The
event will go from 3-11:30p.
Please sign up online
(lakeharrietumc.org) and tell your
friends about this awesome
event! (see ad on page 2)

a Pop Culture Jesus night!

January 24- 7th graders- week 2 of Psalms. 8th graders will start looking at Paul and then the next several weeks will focus on many of Paul’s letters. Sr. High will have a Good Question night.

January 31- 7th graders will look at the Psalms and 8th graders will
look at Romans. 9th graders will join Sr. High for The Game!

Youth will lead Wednesday Worship Lab on January 10 and 24.
Youth Ministry Team Meeting is January 3.

Super Bowl Subs- Order
Forms will be distributed in early
January, but we will be gathering
on Sunday, February 4, to assemble sandwiches and deliver order!
Watch for shift sign-up! All funds
raised will go to the Sr. High ASP
Mission Trip to Tennessee.
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Donate Winter Coats
to the Dignity Center
If you are experiencing homelessness
you probably do not have a place to
store your winter clothing. The weather
has turned colder - and coats are needed - all sizes (note: XXL and XXXL wear is
very difficult to find). Please hang donated coats at the far (north) end of the
coat rack with a note pinned to them
stating “Dignity Center.” They will be
picked up and delivered. Find donation
slips in the office for your receipt.

Faith in Action
By Lorrie Sandelin, Volunteer Coordinator
As we begin the new year, a focus of the volunteer coordinator role
will be on how we create and implement a system for deepening
member engagement within the church and outside the church
in the community. To do this I will recruit a team of volunteers to
help develop and coordinate a system for assessing the needs of the
congregation and for identifying the gifts and interests of LHUMC
members. This is very exciting and I look forward to what we can
create and accomplish this year! Look for more updates in the coming months and if you are interested in being a part of this team,
please contact me at lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org.
If you are interested in finding ways to get more connected to
the LHUMC community through volunteering or by getting involved
with one of the many outreach ministries, I would love to set up a
time talk with you! As we kick off the new year, there are two volunteer opportunities where there is a need highlighted below.

Slide Runners: Do not be intimated by the title "Slide Run-

Feed My Starving
Children Monday,
February 5
Join us to pack nutritious meals to be
sent to hungry people around the world.
Carpool from the church at 7:20p or
meet the group at the Eagan site at
8:00p. You’ll be home by 10:00p. Sign up
on the form in the Commons or at lakeharrietumc.org/serve. Questions? Contact Roger Meredyk: 952-922-6580 or
rjmeredyk@gmail.com. LHUMC serves
the first Monday of every month.
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ner!" The slides are prepared for you each week, and training is provided. Slide runners are only responsible for advancing each slide as
needed during the course of worship. Being a slide runner is a great
way to still participate in worship, while providing a necessary service.

Ushers: The Usher ministry is an opportunity to warmly welcome
a person before the service begins. We want their entrance into the
sanctuary to be easy and finding a seat to be trouble-free. The usher
has the privilege of welcoming and directing people into the worship
service, handing out bulletins, providing directions, and passing the
offering plates. Training is provided.

Joyce Uptown Food Shelf
By Lorrie Sandelin, Director
Thank you all for the warm welcome as the new Director of Joyce Uptown Food
Shelf! I have been overwhelmed by the kind words and support from the LHUMC
community, thank you! The mission of Joyce Uptown Food Shelf is, To distribute
food to those in need with respect and dignity as an expression of the love of
God. In my first two weeks at Joyce I have seen this mission in action every day
from the dedicated staff and volunteers who serve clients with a smile, words of
encouragement, music, laughter, kindness and love. As we begin a new year together, I am excited to see how we can continue to best serve those in need in
our community.

On Sunday January 28, 2018 you are invited to an open house
at Joyce Uptown Food Shelf. Please stop by anytime between 2-4 p.m.,
grab a warm treat, take a tour, and meet some of the current volunteers. For
those that are interested in getting more involved at Joyce Uptown Food Shelf
we will have information on volunteer opportunities and ways you can help Joyce
Uptown Food Shelf continue to achieve its mission. Many of you have asked how
you can get involved at Joyce Uptown Food Shelf, this is a great way to learn
more and see the food shelf in person. We hope to see you there!

The text below is a recent email from Joyce Foodshelf Director
Lorrie Sandelin to the LHUMC staff:
Merry (almost) Christmas!! I wanted to pass on some Holiday Cheer
from Joyce. When we opened our doors this afternoon we found out
that we were one of the only, if not the only food shelf open in Mpls
today. With that, it was a wonderful and full day, a day we really
saw the amazing community come together.
One of our volunteers wrote the
below poem and gave it to me for
Christmas...it really sums it up!
The Joyce Neighborhood Foodshelf
No Walls
No Class Status
No Racial Character Checks
No Cruel Tax Reforms
The Feedbox at the manger
Welcomes and Feeds All.
-DRS

In 3 short hours we served 28 clients, which equals 77 people served
because most of them had families (it was crazy!!). We gave out over
1,400 lbs of food, plus gloves, books, and cookies.
Also during the 3 hours we received donations from strangers and
people we know totaling 735 lbs of food plus gloves and money donations. One man that came in off the street donated $100 because
he was buying gift cards and they told him he could donate $5 if he
bought enough...he decided to just come in and donate and subsequently helped unload a pick up truck full of food!
I just wanted to share this with you all as a Christmas blessing.
There has been a lot of sadness and stress lately, but today especially
there was a lot of joy! Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas and
a Happy, Happy New Year!
All the best,
Lorrie
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Oliver! Coming Spring
2018
Lake Harriet Players is thrilled with our beautiful cast of 75 actors strong for our 18th Annual Spring Musical, OLIVER!
Not in the cast? There's more opportunities to
join the show!
1. Costumes and props begins January: fun
for those who love clothing design, secondhand shops, and creative scavenging
2. Stage install Sunday, February 11 after
worship: if you prefer power tools, lifting, and
hearty community afternoon
3. Set and scene work begins in February: for
creative types and for painters and builders4. Graphic design for publicity and program
begins now: for those who hang out in Adobe
5 Hospitality during our shows: greeting,
ushering, helping with concessions and welcoming over 2,000 people into our building
6. Sponsorships -- help with the cost of our
"no tickets" shows by being or finding financial support for the productions.
Contact Paige Gamet (gamet123@gmail.com)
or find out more at lakeharrietplayers.com

Oliver! Show dates
March 9-11 and 16-18
Fridays at 7:00
Saturdays at 2:00 & 7:00
Sundays at 2:00
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LIVING OUT OUR MISSION
Leadership Council Update
By Krista McVann and Lorrie Sandelin
The November Leadership Council meeting was held on
Tuesday, November 28. The bulk of the meeting was spent
discussing Foundation Grant
Requests. These requests were
reviewed before the meeting
by a smaller sub-committee
consisting of staff and lay
We are blessed to
members. Leadership Council
be able to provide
discussed how the requests
aligned with our mission to
financial support
“welcome inspire and nourish
our community to be the
to 11 groups and
hands and feet of God in the
individuals totaling
world.” We are blessed to be
able to provide financial sup$46,000!
port to 11 groups and individuals totaling $46,000! All receipts were granted some
funds with more than half receiving their total request. If you have questions about the
grant process please reach out to Pastor Melanie Homan.
The Leadership Council will not meet in December but look
for more updates in the new year.
If you have questions or comments please contact, Krista
McVann: krista.mcvann@gmail.com or Lorrie Sandelin:
sandelin.lorrie@gmail.com.

“To welcome, inspire, and nourish our community to be
the hands and feet of God in the world.”

Lake Harriet United Methodist
Church Staff
MINISTERS: Our entire congregation
PASTOR:
Rev. Melanie Homan
melanie.homan@lakeharrietumc.org
PASTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES:
Rev. Chris Carr
chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org
MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR:
Søren Bijnagte
soren.bijnagte@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY:
Janet Bomar
janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org

I want to thank everyone for all the love and support I get every day
from LHUMC. I never would have believed it but I can feel the prayers and kind thoughts you send my way. It's as if I'm wrapped in a
warm blanket! As I journey through this year of chemo I must say
my numbers are steadily improving! So keep those thoughts and
prayers coming! How can I say how grateful I am? Love to everyone
—Martha Allen
Thank you to all the bakers, soup makers, treat makers, and all
those who contributed to the UMW Bake Sale! With your support
UMW raised over $2,300! Because of your generosity we raised almost $1,000 more than last year. 100% of the funds raised from the
bake sale go to fund UMW mission giving both locally at LHUMC
and internationally. Thank you for your help with this fundraiser!

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Barb Hanson
barb.hanson@lakeharrietumc.org
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR:
Jim Koon
jim.koon@lakeharrietumc.org
CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Karissa Ouren
karissa.ouren@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Jungjoo Park
jungjoo.park@lakeharrietumc.org
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:
Lorrie Sandelin
lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org
BAND DIRECTOR:
Emily Thomas
emily.thomas@lakeharrietumc.org
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST:
Jane Weiers
jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org
DIRECTOR, LHUMC PRESCHOOL:
Andrea Wright
info@lakeharrietumpreschool.org

2018 Altar Flowers Sign Up
Provide altar flowers on Sunday mornings ( in memory or honor
of someone if you wish). Sign up on the form in the Commons.
Cost is $55, payable at church or through our website—
lakeharrietumc.org.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE
Submit articles for the February, 2018,
newsletter by January 15, 2018. Send
all articles via email to Jane Weiers,
communications specialist:
jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org.
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Lake Harriet United Methodist Church is a vibrant, reconciling
congregation in the 50th and France area, with a heartbeat call
to “be the community to welcome and sustain one another in this
thing called life.” All are welcome here, and there is something
for everyone here. To learn more about our many ministries, visit
www.lakeharrietumc.org, or stop by the church office.

“...the people; they
are so welcoming,
so committed to the
church, they take
care of each other,
build each other up
and really love
their neighbor.”

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church welcomes people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate in the life and ministries
of our church. We honor and celebrate the diversity of all people and their families through our advocacy, prayers and ministries.

