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March 3: Transfiguration  
Luke 9:28-36, Pastor Melanie preaching 

Ministry Milestone for 2nd graders ð óTaste and See: Communionó 

Holy Communion, Special Offering to support Joyce Uptown Foodshelf 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

March 10: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Uncertainty  
Luke 4:1-13, Pastor Melanie preaching 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Faith Band (Intergenerational Band), GodsKids Choir 

 

March 17: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Emptiness  
Luke 9:28-43, Pastor Melanie preaching 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

March 24: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Getting Lost  
Isaiah 55:1-9, Pastor Melanie preaching 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

March 31: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Temptation  
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32, Pastor Chris preaching 

9:00a Festival Bells, Prime Chimers 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

April 7: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Misfits  
John 12:1-11, Pastor Melanie preaching 

Holy Communion, Special Communion Offering 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

April 14: Palm/Passion Sunday  
Luke Palm/Passion narrative, Pastor Melanie preaching 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir and Prime Chimers 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

April 21: Easter Sunday  
Luke 24:1-12, Pastor Melanie preaching 

8:00a By Faith Band, Youth Led Worship with Communion 

9:30a and 11:00a Sanctuary Choir, Festival Bells, Brass, Shout Band 

2019 Lent Sermon Series at Lake Harriet United Methodist Church  
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In the middle of the journey of our life, I came to myself, in a 

dark wood, where the direct way was lost. It is a hard thing to 

speak of, how wild, harsh and impenetrable that wood was, so 

that thinking of it recreates the fear. It is scarcely less bitter than 

death: but, in order to tell of the good that I found there, I must 

tell of the other things I saw there.  
 

These opening words of the epic poem, òThe Divine Comedy,ó 

begin Danteõs exploration of the journey of the soul through the 

afterlife. He wrote while in exile, where 

he was likely struggling through a dark 

wood in his own life. We, too, can find 

ourselves in the middle of life, and  

find that we are in a dark wood. We 

donõt know which path to take, which 

direction to go, or how to get out.  
 

Lent seems like a good time to take a 

closer look at the dark wood, to face it 

head on, and to see what sort of good 

can be discovered within it. As we walk 

with Jesus to Jerusalem during Holy 

Week, I can imagine that his journey 

went through a dark wood, too. I hope 

youõll join me in facing the dark wood  

to see what gifts there are to find. Our 

Lenten sermon series and Adult enrich-

ment hour study on Sunday mornings will go hand in hand as we 

learn about the ògifts of the dark wood.ó Eric Elnes has written a 

book by the same, that will help guide or exploration.  
 

We donõt normally think of uncertainty, emptiness, doubt, and 

temptation as being gifts, but what if they are? How would it 

change how we see ourselves and the world? May you find  

unexpected gifts as we journey through Lent together.  

Gifts of the Dark Wood  
By Rev. Melanie Homan  
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 our community to be the hands and feet  

 �R�I���*�R�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���µ 
 

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,  

M INNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
Office Hours:  8:30 am ð 5:00 pm (MñF) 

 

612.926.7645   
 

church@lakeharrietumc.org 
 

lakeharrietumc.org 

 

 

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY 

We aim to be good neighbors. During  

the warm months we host the Fulton 

Farmerõs Market. Lake Harriet UMC also 

hosts our neighborhood food shelf  

at 31st and Fremont. 

 

RECONCILING CONGREGATION 

We welcome people of all gender identi-

ties and sexual orientations to participate 

in the life and ministries of our church. We 

honor and celebrate the diversity of all 

people and their families through our ad-

vocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries. 

 

ARTS 

We welcome theater, music and arts 

groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet 

Players produce a high quality all-inclusive 

musical in our sanctuary every spring. 

 

GREEN 

We believe in caring for our earth. We have 

updated our building to be more efficient, 

are avid recyclers & composters, and have 

installed a rain garden on our property  

to reduce run-off and solar panels on our 

roof to reduce our electricity draw an  

average of 40%. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

We want your children to be safe at  

Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers, 

participate in strategic planning & screen 

all volunteers & employees who care for 

our kids, youth and vulnerable adults. 

We, too, can find 

ourselves in the 

middle of life, and 

find that we are  

in a dark wood.  
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which path to take, 

which direction  

to go, or how  

to get out.  

Ash Wednesday Worship  

Is March 6, 6:30p.  
Confirmation youth  

will lead us in  

this service  

that marks the  

beginning of Lent.  


