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Fall Sermon Series -  

“short stories by jesus” 
We will explore the parables of Jesus from a Jewish Literary Perspective, 

using the book of the same name by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine is a professor 

of New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School. As 

Barbara Brown Taylor writes, “As subversive as any parable, this book not 

only offers readers new ears for hearing stories we thought we knew by 

heart; it also shakes the faithful where we most need to be shaken.” This 

book is also one of the small group studies at LHUMC this program year. 

All are invited—you do not have to be a member to join. For more infor-

mation, see page 17.  

Annual Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, Sept. 3, during 10:00 worship. Kids bring their 

backpacks in for a special back to school blessing as we celebrate the 

beginning of a new school year.  

Rally Sunday is September 10.  

Welcome home. All are welcome here! 

Quote, particularly for 

those who stood under 

cloudy skies to catch a 

glimpse of the eclipse this 

past month! 

 

"We don't always feel 

God's presence, just as 

we don't feel the sun 

on a rainy day. But the 

presence never grows 

dim, and the confi-

dence that it is there 

and will shine again 

keeps us hopeful." 

 

—Evan Drake Howard,  

21st century 

Cover image: Kate Harich 



3 

“To welcome, inspire, and nourish 

 our community to be the hands and feet 

 of God in the world.” 
 

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,  

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
Office Hours:  8:30 am – 5:00 pm (M—F) 

 

612.926.7645   
 

church@lakeharrietumc.org 
 

lakeharrietumc.org 

 

 

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY 

We aim to be good neighbors. During  

the warm months we host the Fulton 

Farmer’s Market. Lake Harriet UMC also 

hosts our neighborhood food shelf  

at 31st and Fremont. 

 

RECONCILING CONGREGATION 

We welcome people of all gender identi-

ties and sexual orientations to participate 

in the life and ministries of our church. We 

honor and celebrate the diversity of all 

people and their families through our ad-

vocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries. 

 

ARTS 

We welcome theater, music and arts 

groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet 

Players produce a high quality all-inclusive 

musical in our sanctuary every spring. 

 

GREEN 

We believe in caring for our earth. We have 

updated our building to be more efficient, 

are avid recyclers & composters, and have 

installed a rain garden on our property  

to reduce run-off and solar panels on our 

roof to reduce our electricity draw an  

average of 40%. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

We want your children to be safe at  

Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers, 

participate in strategic planning & screen 

all volunteers & employees who care for 

our kids, youth and vulnerable adults. 

Don’t neglect to open up your homes to guests, because by  

doing this some have been hosts to angels without knowing it.  

      —Hebrews 13:2 
 

We know that every time someone walks across the threshold of 

our homes, God walks in with them. We welcome and embrace 

them accordingly! 
 

It is with joy and arms open wide that we welcome you this fall. As 

you cross the threshold of the renovated Commons, we hope that 

you will feel like you’ve arrived home. We are excited to welcome 

you back to the familiarity of music group practices, confirmation, 

Godly Play, and small groups for all ages. Along with everything 

you’ve come to expect at LHUMC, we’re making space for God to 

show up in the new.  
 

 New Wednesday night schedule (check it out on page 5) 

 New worship (6:30pm Wednesday Worship Lab) 

 New staff (welcome, Jungjoo and Lorrie!) 

 New Wednesday pizza (Carbone’s!) – don’t worry, we aren’t  

messing with Wuollet’s cookies on Sunday morning 

 New furniture (delayed, but arriving in October!) 
 

All of these changes and all of our preparations for the fall are for you. 

But they are just as important, for people who are not yet here. As you 

come home to LHUMC this fall, invite others to be in community with 

us. Welcome and introduce yourself to people you don’t know. Help 

us make this a space where everyone is welcomed, because when  

welcome one another as we would welcome God. 
 

Welcome home. 

Welcome Home! 
By Rev. Melanie Homan 

Pastor Melanie, Pastor Chris, and the LHUMC Appalachia Service Project 

youth and leader participants 2017. 



4 

 

Hello, Lake Harriet UMC!  I must tell you 

how grateful and excited I am to be 

your next director of music ministries! I 

can’t wait to see you all and work to-

gether to continue the strong tradition 

of good music in this wonderful faith 

community. Until we meet, let me tell 

you about me.    
 

I was born and raised in Seoul, the capi-

tal city of South Korea. Seoul is a big 

city, but where I lived with my mom and 

dad, grandma, two sisters, and a broth-

er was in a quiet corner with a small 

town feel, surrounded by beautiful 

mountains. Seoul is modern and old at 

the same time. It only 

takes a 10 minute bus 

ride to the center of the 

city where I can walk 

between hundreds years 

old palaces and modern 

skyscrapers right next to 

each other.  
 

My family has been 

Christian for three gen-

erations. My grandma 

was the first convert to 

Christianity in my large, 

extended family. She 

was the “family evange-

list” —most of my relatives, many 

neighbors, and even strangers came to 

Jesus thanks to her.  
 

My upbringing wouldn’t be too much 

different from yours, I guess. Every Sun-

day I went to church and grew up with 

singing hymns like “Jesus Loves me.” I 

sang in the children’s choir then moved 

up to the youth choir. I liked music, but 

wasn’t a prodigy. So I did what most 

kids do—I started taking piano lessons 

when I was 6 and then dropped it and 

picked it up, and dropped it and 

picked it up again and again until 

I was a junior in high school and 

became serious about music.   
 

My home church in Korea had 

multiple services on Sundays. A 

typical Sunday during my college 

years would start with conduct-

ing an adult choir for 8:30 ser-

vice, playing organ for the 11:00 

service, followed by lunch and a 

choir practice, going home & 

resting or hanging out with 

church friends, and coming back for the evening service to lead the 

choir. It sounds crazy, but what can I say? I was much younger then.   
 

After college, I worked briefly as an organ 

instructor for 11 months before leaving for 

America to study. I went to the graduate 

school at Indiana University in Bloomington, 

Indiana. My original plan was to get a mas-

ter’s degree and go back to Korea, but it 

wasn’t God’s plan, I guess. I met my future 

husband in the last semester of my graduate 

program.  He was a science student at Pur-

due University. We met at the last day of the 

Thanksgiving break, he proposed to me on 

the New Year’s Day Eve that year, and we got 

married in May in the following year! We 

started a family on this “foreign” land and 

lived as “resident aliens (official designation 

for a green card holder)” for awhile until we became American citi-

zens. Minnesota has been my home since May, 2012 and now I live 

in Plymouth with my son, Chris, who is entering the 7th grade this 

fall, and two in-laws.   
 

I get inspiration for my music ministry from the story of five loaves 

and two fishes. Giving all we have, whether it is big or small, when 

God requires is all what it takes. I consider my job as music director 

to be to spot you, encourage you to say ‘yes’ to the call, and build 

something together. Oh how bountiful and wonderful the feast 

would be when we bring our musical gifts and sharing them each 

other with God’s blessing!  Come, join the fun of music making! 

I get inspiration for my  

music ministry from the 

story of five loaves and two 

fishes… Oh how bountiful 

and wonderful the feast 

would be when we bring 

our musical gifts and  

share them with each  

other with God’s blessing!   

Grateful and Excited! 
By Director of Music Ministries Jungjoo Park 
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September Worship 

Highlights 
 

September 3  

One service at 10:00a.  Bring your 

backpacks for a blessing and activities to 

get ready for school! Communion with spe-

cial offering to support CROP Orphanage in 

Sierre Leone. Romans 12:9-21, Melanie 

preaching.   

 

September 10 –  

Return to TWO services: 

9:00a and 11:11a!  Short Stories by 

Jesus: Sermon Series Introduction 

9:00a—Ministry Milestone for 3 years olds 

“Welcome to Godly Play,” Sanctuary Choir 

10:00a—Open house for classes of all ages 

11:11a—Shout Band 

 

September 13   
Wednesday Worship Lab Kick-Off –  

youth led worship 

 

September 17 –  
Short Stories by Jesus: Lost Sheep, Lost 

Coin - Melanie preaching 

9:00a—Sanctuary Choir 

10:00a—Classes start for all ages! 

11:11a—Shout Band 

 

September 20   
Lay preacher – Umar Williams 

 

September 24 –  

Short Stories by Jesus: Lost Son –  

Melanie Preaching 

9:00a—Festival Bells 

11:11a—Shout Band 

 

September 27   
Youth-led worship 

 

Looking ahead to October… 
October 4 – KidsFirst Worship!   

Cherub and GodsKids will help lead this 

new service! Lay preacher – Betty Baxter 

Wednesday Night 
Worship Lab 

Exciting Changes Coming to 

Wednesday Nights Starting 

September 13! 
 

Wednesday Night Worship 
There is something for everyone on Wednesday 

nights at Lake Harriet UMC! 

5:30 - 6:00 children/youth bell groups 

5:45 - 6:30 pizza 

6:30 - 7:00 worship 

6:30 - 7:00 cherub and GodsKids choirs (1st 

Wednesday leading worship, other 

Wednesdays in choir practice) 

6:30 - 7:30 sanctuary choir 

7:00 - 8:00 confirmation and senior high youth 

group 

7:00 - 8:00 adult small group studies 

7:30 - 8:30 adult bell choir 
 

Shout band schedule to be determined with 

new band leader! 
 

1st Wednesday of every month— 

KidFirst Worship - intergenerational worship 

specifically meant to engage our youngest worship-

pers! Children’s choirs will participate and help lead 

KidFirst Worship. 
 

Free nursery care every Wednesday evening for 

children. 



Join a Handbell Group 
Bell ringers are needed for the Festival Bells, Prime Chimers 

and Wee Chime groups.  
 

Festival Bells (confirmed youth and adults) has 

two "open" positions. This is comparable to having some 

keys on the piano that don't play! Music reading is not a  

requirement, but being able to count is definitely needed! If 

you have considered ringing bells, this is your opportunity to 

give it a try. The Festival Bells will have their first rehearsal on 

Wednesday, September 6, at 7:30p. We meet in the Bell 

Room behind the sanctuary. 
 

Prime Chimers (3rd grade through 9th grade) first rehearsal is Wednesday, September 13, at 5:30p. Bell 

room is the location. 
 

Wee Chime (2nd-4th grader who would like to learn how to play handchimes) group will have 

their first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 13, at 5:30p. This group rehearses in the Reception Room - directly 

across from the sanctuary. 
 

PLEASE consider giving bells or chimes a try. I generally ask individuals to come to two rehearsals before they make a 

decision on staying for the season. You can always contact me with questions -barb@aptsolutions.com or my cell phone 

612-669-8389. Thanks for your consideration, and I hope to see you in September!  —Barb Hanson, Bell Choir Director 

Join the Sanctuary Choir 
The choir invites you to join us. You don’t need a trained 

voice nor auditions are required. Just come “try out” sing-

ing with us at one of our regular rehearsals during the 

month of September. Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:30-

7:30 in the reception room, beginning September 6. 

Questions? Contact Jungjoo Park at jung-

joo.park@lakeharrietumc.org. 

Donate Altar Flowers 
Altar flowers are a wonderful way to honor or celebrate people and 

events, and to add beauty to our worship space. And, you can take the 

bouquets home following the 11:11a Sunday worship service. There are a 

number of available weeks this fall for dedications. Interested? Call the 

church office at 612.926.7645 or email jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org. 

Cost is $55, payable at church or through our website—

lakeharrietumc.org. Click the Donate button at the bottom of the page. 

Make A Joyful Noise!  

Add Beauty To Worship  
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By Volunteer Coordinator Lorrie Sandelin 
 

It has been a busy and exciting summer at LHUMC! As we 

look ahead to fall there are many volunteer opportunities to 

live out our mission and show that all are welcome here! I 

am excited to share with you the following opportunities: 

 

Slide Runners Needed: We are in need of a few more 

volunteers to run slides during worship. Running slides is a 

great way to still be a part of worship and volunteer. Train-

ing provided! 
 

LHUMC Grounds Care on September 16: Sign up 

to help keep our grounds beautiful! No need to be a master 

gardener, instructions given for each session. 

(lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer) 
 

Be a Saturday Farmers Market Host: Sign up for a 

2.5 hour shift to offer hospitality to market patrons who 

utilize LHUMC facilities. We have had an average of 100 

farmers market patrons who utilize our building each Satur-

day and are very grateful for the opportunity to use our 

facilities! (lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer) 
 

Memorial Service Volunteers Needed: We are in 

need of volunteers help with Memorial Services at LHUMC. 

We are recruiting folks who might be interested in being on 

the list of people we can call on when there is a Memorial 

Service to help with hospitality (serving food, coffee, set up, 

clean up). Being a part of the list does not obligate you to 

help with every Memorial Service, it is simply being some-

one who can be asked and if your schedule allows willing to 

help. If you are interested or would like more information, 

please contact Hilarie Dorsey or Lorrie Sandelin. 

 

To see these and other volunteer opportunities in and 

through LHUMC, visit lakeharrietumc.org/volunteer. 

Follow us on social 

media:  
 

Instagram: LakeHarrietUMC 

Twitter: @LakeHarrietUMC 

 @LHUMCkids 

 @LHUMCyouth 

Facebook: facebook.com/Lake-

Harriet-United-Methodist-Church 

The two words ‘information’ and 

‘communication’ are often used 

interchangeably, but they signify 

quite different things. Infor-

mation is giving out; communi-

cation is getting through.  

—Sydney J. Harris  
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To visit our website, use 

your smartphone to scan 

the QR code at right.  

To read our monthly  

newsletters online, use  

your smartphone to scan 

the QR code at right.  
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Children’s & Family Ministries 
By Janet Bomar, Director 

It’s hard to believe that another summer is wrapping up as we move towards a 

new school year and the start of our program year at Lake Harriet UMC. Every 

Sunday during the enrichment hour (10-11:00a) we have four classrooms open for 

programming for all ages (see right for descriptions). These offerings are made 

possible by the willingness and generosity of our many volunteers. But, we need 

more. You do not need to be a parent of a young child to be involved in the faith 

development of the children here at LHUMC. If you have a heart to serve and a 

willingness to share your faith with these kids, we would love to have as a part of 

our team. One hour per Sunday is the commitment you will have to make. You 

can serve as often as you would like. There are amazing children here. I invite you 

to get to know them by joining us upstairs in the Education Wing on Sundays.  
 

I recently asked our enrichment hour leaders to share why they volunteer in 

children’s ministry and/or what they love about it. Here’s what they said: 
 

 “Godly Play allows us to learn and wonder together, and it has greatly en-

hanced my faith and understanding of our Christian tradition and stories.” 

 “Sometimes the kids get silly but other times in their completely unfiltered, 

unbiased and authentic brains, the say the most profound and true things 

about God’s love for us.” 

 “It is important to me that children are part of the embodied experience of 

Christian community -- that they don't just hear that God's love and word 

are for all, but that they feel and live it, that someone shows them. That 

means that if I value their presence and inclusion, I am obliged to contrib-

ute to it. The children help me with my spiritual disciplines and growth. 

They inspire me and give me hope every week I teach.” 

 “I love hearing their ideas and am amazed at how creative they are when 

responding to questions. I leave each Sunday feeling better than I did 

when I arrived at church.” 
 

Rally Day is September 10 and we’ll have an open house for our Godly Play, 

Explore and PB&J classes. We ask that you fill out a registration form (available 

at each classroom’s door) and make note of any food allergies or health con-

cerns so we can do our best to provide a safe environment for your child(ren).   

 

 

 

 

Janet Bomar 

Director of Children’s and Family Ministries 

janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org 

612.926.7645 

Band Of Mothers 
Hey Mamas! Join us at LHUMC 

every other Friday, 9:30-11:30, 

starting September 15 for Band of 

Mothers (BOM)! We are a laid-back 

group of moms with kids of all ag-

es (birth to teens). Come for sup-

port, friendship and lots of laugh-

ter. Child care provided. We meet 

throughout the school year 

(September-May). You do not have 

to be a member of Lake Harriet to 

join us. All are welcome!  

In August, Camp Mission Service Purpose 

(MSP) was hosted at LHUMC. The above 

photo is from one of their service days—

being the hands and feet of God in the 

world.  



Sunday Morning 

Enrichment  

Opportunities: 
 

PB&J (Parents, Babies & 

Jams) is our class for parents 

and their children ages 0-3.  

The first 30 minutes of class 

will be music and movement 

in room 203.  Then families 

may adjourn to the Muscle 

Room for kids to play & par-

ents to connect. 
 

Godly Play is our Montes-

sori-modeled classroom, 

where kids 3yrs-Kindergarten 

(room 204) and 1
st
 -3

rd
 grade 

(room 205) learn the stories of 

our faith and are encouraged 

to ask questions too.  Snacks 

are offered. 
 

Explore is our offering for 

older elementary kids, 4
th

-6
th

 

grades.  Held in room 206, this 

classroom features a video and 

discussion that focuses on the 

Bible and connecting it to kids’ 

everyday lives. 
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Ministry Milestones: 
Milestones are the significant cultural and developmental markers we celebrate 

throughout our lives. From first steps to first days of school, we mark our children’s 

milestones. We also want to celebrate the firsts in your child’s faith development: 

baptism, receiving their first Bible, and more. Milestone events are fun, interactive, 

and spiritual steps on your child’s faith journey. 
 

Every child from 3 years through 5
th

 grade celebrates on Milestone event each year. 

These special “together times” are designed to give families a meaningful starting 

place in passing faith on to the next generation. Milestones are kid-friendly intro-

ductions to the adventures of prayer, baptism, communion, big church, enrichment 

hour, worship around the year, and growing a servant’s heart. Each group will be 

recognized in one service on the Sunday their milestone is celebrated and will re-

ceive a special pin to honor the occasion. 
 

Upcoming Milestones:  

3 year olds: September 10 -Welcome to Children’s Enrichment Hour 

Kindergarteners: October 1 – Touch and See My Church 

5
th

 Grade: November 12 – Heart of a Servant 

Babies born in 2017: December 3 – Welcome to the World and Church 

Exciting changes are happening on Wednesday nights 

at Lake Harriet UMC and everyone is invited! 
Everyone is invited to participate in our Wednesday night activities starting on 

September 13! The exciting details can be found on page 5. 
 

Free nursery care Wednesday evenings for children. 
Childcare will be provided in the Muscle Room (upstairs in the Education Wing, 

Room 201) from 6:30-8:30p for children of adults participating in worship, adult 

small group studies, and adult choir/bells/Shout Band. Parents must remain on 

church property. If your child is participating in Cherub or GodsKids choirs Director 

of Children’s and Family Ministries Janet Bomar will transport them to childcare 

when choir is finished.  

1st Wednesday of every month—KidFirst Worship -  
intergenerational worship specifically meant to engage our youngest worshippers! 

Children’s choirs will participate and help lead KidFirst Worship. 

KIDFIRST WORSHIP 
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Lake Harriet UM Preschool 
Lake Harriet UM Preschool is a nonprofit educational 

organization of Lake Harriet United Methodist Church. 

The administration of the school is provided by the  

Director and the Preschool Board. We are a MN licensed 

and NAEYC accredited preschool program. We offer 

morning (9:00-11:30a), longer day (9:00a-1:00p) and af-

ternoon (12:30-3:00p) sessions on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays.   

 

The Lake Harriet UMC Preschool Mission: 

 To provide a community where each child is under-

stood, loved, and accepted leading to a positive self-

concept. 

 To provide activities through which each child learns 

to control emotions, leading to self-discipline. 

 To provide opportunities where children become ex-

cited about learning and are successful learners. 

 To provide a program that opens new horizons: to 

explore and wonder! 

 

For more information, visit lakeharrietumpreschool.org. 

In August, LHUMC Jr. High youth were the 

hands and feet of God in our community 

through their local mission event.  
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Wednesday, September 6, the Youth Ministry Team will meet at 

6:00p for dinner, year kick-off, and planning. At 7:00p, there will be train-

ing for adult leaders that will work with children and youth. 
 

Sunday, September 10, is Rally Sunday! We will kick-off our 

Sunday Morning Education Hour at 10:00a with treats and discussion.  

Going forward, we will gather at this time each Sunday morning. 
 

Wednesday, September 13 is our first Wednesday night gathering 

of the year. We will start at 6:00p with pizza. 6:30p is our first Wednesday 

Night Worship Lab in the Sanctuary. This worship experience will focus on 

youth, so please consider inviting friends and others. Our youth band, By 

Faith, will lead worship music. At 7:00p, all Confirmation students and par-

ents will stay with Chris and talk about the upcoming year of Confirma-

tion. All of the Sr. high will go to the youth room for Drop-In.  From a tim-

ing standpoint, that will be our schedule for the majority of the year. 
 

Wednesday, September 20- Be here for Pizza and Worship Lab.  

This will also be the first week of actual Confirmation class for 7th and 8th 

graders. The 9th graders will join Sr. high for “The Game,” a monthly 

group competition involving teams that will be formed at the beginning 

of the year and compete against other teams in a variety of fun, interac-

tive activities! One way for each team to score points is for all team mem-

bers to be present, so make sure you are there for your squad! 

 

Wednesday, September 27- Pizza and Worship Lab.  By Faith is 

leading worship.  This will be our first week of 9th Grade Confirmation as 

a group.  7th grade will start with discussion on Creation and 8th graders 

will begin looking at the questions of “Who is Jesus?”  Sr. high will have 

their first “Pop Culture Jesus” night.  These are nights where activities and 

discussions will be based on current events or pop culture items that con-

nect to faith concepts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Chris Carr 

Youth Pastor 

chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org 

612.926.7645 

Looking Ahead 
YAP and YAY Nights: As part of 

the Jr. High ministry, the first Wednes-

day of the month will be either a YAY 

(Youth and Youth) Night. YAY Nights 

are where 7th and 8th graders will be 

put into mixed small groups and 

paired up with a group of sr. high 

youth, who will lead discussion with 

them. It is a chance for us to develop 

good peer mentors and build relation-

ships across the youth program. The 

second Wednesday of each month will 

be YAP (Youth and Parent) Night. YAP 

Nights are a chance for them to spend 

some time with their parent or a sig-

nificant adult in their lives in directed, 

Spiritual conversation. This year, we 

will do something new with YAP 

Nights. Parents will join the actual 

Confirmation class for their lesson and 

enter into discussion as part of the 

class time. 

 

 

MEA GETAWAY- Oct. 19-22- 

All 9-12th graders are invited to sign 

up for MEA Get-Away at Camp Casta-

way in Detroit Lakes.  It is an AWE-

SOME retreat that everyone has had a 

fun and powerful experience with.  We 

leave Thursday afternoon and return 

Sunday afternoon.  We will rent a van 

as well.  Chris is also looking for adult 

leaders to come.  The cost is $200 per 

person and will cover all expenses for 

the weekend. 

 

Youth Ministry 
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor 

Pastor Chris, Pastor Melanie, and the LHUMC Appalachia Service Project youth and leader participants 2017. 



Living Out Our Mission 
Leadership Council/HCI Update 
By Krista McVann and Lorrie Sandelin, Co-Lay Leaders 

Why does LHUMC uniquely exist?  

To welcome, inspire, and nourish our  

community to be the hands and feet of  

God in the world.  
 

How do we behave (Core Values)?  

1. Inclusive  

2. Intergenerational  

3. Serving those in need through social  

action and outreach  
 

What is our goal?  

Create a welcoming and hospitable  

environment to fuel growth for all ages.  
 

How will we succeed (Objectives)?  

1. Host quarterly/semi-annual events/build 

strategic partners  

2. Develop intergenerational service on 

Wednesday nights 

3. Strengthen system for deepening  

engagement  

4. Care for our physical environment. 

After a short summer break, the Leadership 

Council reconvened at our monthly meeting in 

August. We are excited to welcome Charity 

Coates and Krista Hensel to the Leadership 

Council, Charity will be serving as Treasurer 

and Krista will be the Preschool Board repre-

sentative. We also want to thank our outgoing 

Leadership Council members for their many 

years of dedicated service, Brandy Fiddelke 

(SPRC), Sherry Landrud (Preschool), Len Am-

broe (Treasurer), Julie Kondrady (Lake Harriet 

Players).   

 

As we look forward to the fall season there are 

many exciting ways we can live out our mis-

sion, To Welcome, Inspire, and Nourish our 

community to be the hands and feet of God in 

the world. One example is the new Wednesday 

night worship service that will begin this 

fall. The Wednesday night service will offer 

additional opportunities for spiritual growth 

and worship for folks that are not able to at-

tend on Sunday mornings. Also, it will be an 

opportunity for the youth and lay members to 

provide leadership in worship. If you have 

questions or are interested in being involved, 

please reach out to Pastor Melanie, Pastor 

Chris, or lay leaders Krista or Lorrie.The 

Wednesday night service does not change 

things for Sunday morning worship, we will 

continue to have great worship and learning 

for all ages on Sunday mornings.   
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The Healthy Church Initiative (HCI) is present 

in everything we do at Lake Harriet UMC, and 

on every page of this newsletter.  



CROP Orphanage The CROP Orphanage 

was established in 2003, the year after the 12-year 

bloody, civil war in Sierra Leone ended. CROP (Child 

Rescue Organization Program) first took in 10 chil-

dren who were orphaned by the war. Since then, 3 

more children have been taken in. One of these was 

a day old when he was retrieved from a dumpster. In 

2004, the driver for an OC Ministries mission team 

introduced us to the CROP Orphanage. This driver 

and his cousin were the founders of CROP. Initially 

they occupied a rented house and in 2011 they built 

a new orphanage home outside of Freetown. CROP 

Orphanage is not supported by OC Ministries, the 

United Methodist Church, or any religious or charita-

ble organization. It is totally dependent upon inde-

pendent donations to feed, clothe, and care for the 

children. Currently they need $300 a month just to 

feed the children. Last year, CROP built a bakery 

which sells bread to the community and provides 

breakfast for the children. A number of the CROP 

children are currently provided scholarships by 

LHUMC members through Operation Connection.  
 

The CROP Orphanage will be the beneficiary of the 

communion offering on Sunday, September 3.  

Sierra Leone Scholarship Program 
 

Would you like to support the education of a student in 

Sierra Leone? Since 2005, Operation Connection, a pro-

gram of OC Ministries of the United Methodist Church, has 

provided over $200,000 in scholarships to needy students 

in Sierra Leone. Thanks to our generous church community, 

over half of the $22,000 given in scholarships for the 2016-

17 schoolyear was donated by members of Lake Harriet.  
 

Since the World Health Organization declared Sierra Leone 

to be Ebola-free in March 2016, children have been work-

ing hard to catch up on their education that was disrupted 

by Ebola. Education of girls has become a priority and in 

some classes girls even outnumber boys. Classes will begin 

this September. 
 

Scholarships cover most of the cost of tuition, books, and 

uniforms for a student for an entire school year.  Scholar-

ships are as follows: 
 

$45 for Nursery School  

$80 for Primary School  

$200 for Secondary School 

$300-$500 for college, depending upon the school 

and program.   
 

If you would like to participate in the scholarship program 

or would like more information, please contact Larry Shel-

ton, 612-920-9039 or lcshelton@earthlink.net. 
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Hello and An Invitation 
Jacki Bilek, Director of Joyce 

Uptown Foodshelf 

As the new Director at Joyce Up-

town Foodshelf, I wanted to thank 

you for all your contributions and 

share that I’m eager to work with 

LHUMC congregants to further the 

respect, dignity and food suste-

nance we share with our neigh-

bors. Our staff, Katie, Chrisma, 

myself and our very committed 

volunteers, are also committed to 

ensuring our bookshelf is always 

stocked with free books, magazines and learning toys 

for the children and the adults. If I may ask, might you 

have one or two books in your bookcases or stacked 

next to your reading chair that could be forwarded to 

Joyce Uptown Foodshelf? The children delight in pick-

ing out the exact right book and the adults get some-

thing just for themselves, a luxury not affordable in 

their daily routine. It truly lights up the faces of our cli-

ent’s. I believe this and all our future shared endeavors 

will light up our hearts as well. We’re blessed to have 

you as Joyce Uptown Foodshelf supporters.  

 

Note: Watch upcoming church communications for 

opportunities to meet and welcome Jacki Bilek, the  

new director of the Joyce Uptown Foodshelf. 
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Feed My Starving Children—

We serve Monday, October 2. 
You’ll pack nutritious meals to be sent to hun-

gry people around the world. Carpool from 

the church at 7:20pm or meet the group at 

the Eagan site at 8pm. You’ll be home by 

10pm.  Sign up on the bulletin board by the 

church office or at www.lakeharrietumc.org. 

Questions? Contact Roger Meredyk: 952-922-

6580 or rjmeredyk@gmail.com. 

 

Wesley Meals—Next date to 

serve: Saturday, October 28.  
Serve over 125 meals to our hungry neighbors 

at the Wesley Center. Our church sends a vol-

unteer team to prepare and serve the meal, 

and deliver pre-made dessert bars to the men 

and women who gather at Wesley. Prepara-

tion begins at 9am; Lunch is served at 11am. 

Address: 101 E Grant St, Minneapolis 

 

Do you know someone  

struggling to get groceries  

into their home? 
Store To Door is a nonprofit dedicated to 

helping seniors remain living independently in 

their homes. Grocery shopping and delivery 

services are offered to seniors and people 

with disabilities throughout the Twin Cities. 

Store To Door clients work with a friendly vol-

unteer order taker who regularly calls to take 

their grocery order over the phone. Volunteer 

shoppers fill the order at a designated grocery 

store, and a consistent Store To Door staff 

person delivers the groceries into the client’s 

kitchen. Clients pay for the groceries, along 

with a service fee, when they receive the gro-

ceries. The service fee is on a sliding scale, 

based on the client’s income level. To inquire 

or register for Store To Door or to learn how 

you can help, please call 651.642.1892.  Visit 

www.storetodoor.org for more information. 

http://www.lakeharrietumc.org


Curtain Raiser Spectacular 
sponsored by the Lake Harriet Players 

 

Saturday, September 30 

7pm to 9pm 

Fellowship Hall 

All are welcome! 
 

Don’t miss joining our “come as you are, everyone’s a star” community 

for this beloved annual tradition. A variety of Broadway sing-alongs 

and surprises for all ages will precede the much anticipated  

announcement of our 17th spring musical! Desserts served. No cost  

to attend but donations are encouraged. Look for more information 

on Eventbrite, Facebook, and LakeHarrietPlayers.org. 
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As this edition of the newsletter was going to print, Hurricane 

Harvey was impacting Texas and beyond. Did you know that 

the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides 

emergency food, shelter and medicine after natural and man-

made disasters, provides humanitarian relief to refugees and 

displaced persons and works to overcome world hunger and 

poverty. Contributions to UMCOR may be sent a variety of 

ways. One hundred percent of your tax-deductible gifts go to 

the emergency response or Advance project that you desig-

nate. For more information and/or to donate, visit umcor.org. 



Renew. Reconnect. 

Reflect. Rejoice!  
Women’s Retreat  

October 28 
Come to the 2017 Lake Harriet Women’s  

Retreat Saturday, October 28, 2017 

Sponsored by the Lake Harriet UMW  

 

Take this day for yourself to engage with 

other women of Lake Harriet UMC. 

 Experience fellowship and be inspired by 

the surrounding beauty of the Mt. Olivet 

Retreat Center in Farmington and indulge in 

an opportunity to relax and reflect. All Lake 

Harriet Women are welcome! This year's 

speaker is Martha Postlethwaite, pastor of 

the Recovery Church UMC in St. Paul. 

 Our topic this year is "Growing Resiliency.” 

Martha will explore the question: What are 

the spiritual paths to grow resiliency?, 

 and  offer short presentations, discussion, 

reflection, and small group sharing.  

 

Saturday, October 28, 9:30a - 2:30p. Cost 

$35 for Early Bird Registration and $40 after 

October 1. Cost includes snacks and lunch. 

Registration and coffee begins at 9:00a.  

Attendees are invited to stay until  

5:00p to use the whirlpool, sauna, 

 pool and explore the grounds. 

 Register online on at  

lakeharrietumc.org or  

at church on Sunday mornings. 

 If you have questions or 

 need assistance 

 with registration, 

 please contact 
 

 Julie Konrardy 

 (jkonrardy@q.com) or 
 

 Lorrie Sandelin  

(sandelin.lorrie@gmail.com).  
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“There is divine beauty 

in learning...To learn 

means to accept the 

postulate that life did 

not begin at my birth. 

Others have been here 

before me, and I walk 

in their footsteps.” 

 

—Elie Wiesel 



FaithLinks 

This drop in/drop out, no prep class studies scripture as it relates to contemporary topics. 

Offered Sundays this fall during the 10:00a enrichment hour. 

Adult Learning & Spiritual Enrichment at LHUMC 

A Good Time for the Truth: 

Race in Minnesota 

This year-long study explores essays 

by Minnesota writers providing a 

range of perspectives on what it is 

like to live as a person of color in 

Minnesota. Book cost: $10.  

Short Stories By Jesus 

This study of Jesus’ parables by 

Amy-Jill Levine takes readers back 

in time to understand how the 

original Jewish audience under-

stood them.  Book cost: $10. 

Falling Upward: A Spirituality 

for the Two Halves of Life   
This study explores Richard Rohr’s 

guide to the “further journey,” a  

voyage into the mystery and  

beauty of healthy spiritual maturity. 

Book cost: $10.  

 Books are available through LHUMC 

 Sign up for small groups now! Visit lakeharrietumc.org or scan the QR code at right 

 Groups will begin on September 17, with groups meeting during the 10:00a enrichment 

hour on Sundays. A Wednesday evening group will meet at 7:00p starting September 13. 

 You do not need to be a member to join any study/conversation! 

All classes offered by the Adult Learning and Spiritual Enrichment Team (ALSET). 
17 
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2018 LHUMC Foundation Grant  

Applications 
The LHUMC Foundation exists to help Lake Harriet United Meth-

odist Church (LHUMC) deepen ministry to its congregation and 

to the local and world communities it is privileged to support. 

Each year, the Board of Directors of the LHUMC Foundation de-

termines a level of monetary support that the Foundation make 

available to LHUMC to award in the form of annual grants. 
 

2018 LHUMC Foundation grant applications are due Oct. 1, 

2017, and can be considered for the following uses: 

 Program, project, or operating grants for new or existing 

activities or support organizations that increase/expand 

ministry capacity of LHUMC and/or seed new opportuni-

ties for ministry. Priority will be given to programs that 

most support the mission and vision of the congregation. 

 Seminary tuition assistance for individuals whose prepara-

tion for ministry is being sponsored by the congregation. 

 Support of LHUMC ministry programs as necessary to main-

tain their affordability for congregants and community mem-

bers. This would include support of needs-based scholar-

ships within the LHUMC Preschool, cost subsidies to keep 

mission trip ministries affordable, and support of benefits 

offered in the community by LHUMC or its affiliated organi-

zations. 

Project requests are generally expected to be for one year. Ex-

tensions up to two years may be granted when requested along 

with an October status report. 
 

Application Process and Timeline 

Applications can be obtained online or in the church office at 4901 

Chowen Avenue South in Minneapolis. They can be submitted 

online or to the church office by the following: 

LHUMC ministry teams/committees/task forces, boards 

LHUMC members, congregants, staff members – for ministry/

missional programs at LHUMC or on behalf of ministry/missional 

organizations with which LHUMC can participate and/or sponsor. 
 

The Grant Review Task Force of LHUMC will meet in mid-

October to review and recommend grant applications for 

consideration and approval at LHUMC’s November Leader-

ship Council. Applicants will be notified in December and pay-

ments will be awarded in January, or later upon request. 
 

The Foundation does not fund requests that support the  

following: 

 Political campaigns 

 Government agencies or offices 

 Fraternal organizations 

 Individuals for personal use (not including  

scholarships) 

In Gratitude 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee 

expresses gratitude for Pastor Melanie 

Homan, as this September marks her 

third anniversary on staff at LHUMC. 

We invite you to thank Melanie for  

her time and service with us.  

 

 

 

Monthly LHUMC Calendar 
The monthly printed LHUMC calendars 

will no longer be included in the news-

letter. Find the calendar on our website 

at lakeharrietumc.org, in the office at 

church, or if you would like a copy 

mailed to you monthly, contact Jane 

Weiers, communications specialist, at 

jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org, or 

612.926.7645.  

 



“To welcome, inspire, and nourish our community to be  

the hands and feet of God in the world.” 
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Lake Harriet United Methodist 

Church Staff 

 

MINISTERS: Our entire congregation 

 

PASTOR:   

Rev. Melanie Homan 

melanie.homan@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

PASTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES: 

Rev. Chris Carr 

chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR: 

Søren Bijnagte 

soren.bijnagte@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY: 

Janet Bomar 

janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR: 

Barb Hanson 

barb.hanson@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR: 

Jim Koon 

jim.koon@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR: 

Karissa Ouren 

karissa.ouren@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/CHOIR DIRECTOR: 

Jungjoo Park 

jungjoo.park@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

GODSKIDS CHOIR DIRECTOR: 

Michelle Porter 

michelle.porter@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:  

Lorrie Sandelin 

lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org  

 

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST: 

Jane Weiers 

jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org   

 

DIRECTOR, LHUMC PRESCHOOL: 

Andrea Wright 

info@lakeharrietumpreschool.org 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

Submit articles for the October, 2017,  

newsletter by September 15, 2017. Send  

all articles via email to Jane Weiers,  

communications specialist:  

jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org. 

Introducing, and celebrating new members  

Caren Dewar and Todd Otis! Welcome home! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER TO MAY 

Two services & enrichment in  

between 
9:00a—Traditional Service 

10:00a—Enrichment Hour for all ages 

11:11a—Contemporary Worship 

 
Communion served the first Sunday of 

the month. 
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Lake Harriet United Methodist Church is a vibrant, reconciling  

congregation in the 50th and France area, with a heartbeat call  

to “be the community to welcome and sustain one another in this 

thing called life.” All are welcome here, and there is something 

for everyone here. To learn more about our many ministries, visit 

www.lakeharrietumc.org, or stop by the church office.   

“...the people; they 

are so welcoming, 

so committed to the 

church, they take 

care of each other, 

build each other up 

and really love 

 their neighbor.” 

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church welcomes people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate in the life and ministries 

of our church. We honor and celebrate the diversity of all people and their families through our advocacy, prayers and ministries. 


