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Luke 6:41-49 

Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s[a] eye, but do not notice the log in your 

own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your neighbor,[b] ‘Friend,[c] let me take out the speck 

in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 

take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 

your neighbor’s[d] eye. 

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each 

tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked 

from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces 

good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance 

of the heart that the mouth speaks. 

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? 47 I will show you what 

someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. 48 That one is like a 

man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood 

arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it had been well 

built.[e] 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the 

ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, and 

great was the ruin of that house.” 

 

 

Baptism is one of the most important ways that water continues to be part of our 

religious tradition.  In baptism we are submerged, only to be brought forth and 

born into new life.  It’s quite fitting that as we end our sermon series on water, 

that we celebrated the sacrament of baptism this morning.  Meena is born anew 

into the family of God, welcomed by all of us into this community of faith, and it’s 

water that signifies the power and presence of God in her life and in our lives.   

 

On this final Sunday looking at scripture passages where water plays a key role, 

we end with Jesus.  Jesus isn’t on a boat, or in a storm – in this instance he uses 
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water as an illustration in a parable.  He wants people to take his words seriously 

– not just to listen to them, but to ACT on them.   

 

Here is The Message paraphrase of our parable for this morning.   

“Why are you so polite with me, always saying ‘Yes, sir,’ and ‘That’s right, sir,’ but 

never doing a thing I tell you? These words I speak to you are not mere additions 

to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are 

foundation words, words to build a life on.” 

“If you work the words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who dug 

deep and laid the foundation of his house on bedrock. When the river burst its 

banks and crashed against the house, nothing could shake it; it was built to last. 

But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, 

you are like a foolish carpenter who built a house but skipped the foundation. 

When the swollen river came crashing in, it collapsed like a house of cards. It was 

a total loss.” 

Foundations are important, whether you are building a home, or a marriage, or a 

career – you don’t want to skip out on the foundation. 



 

 

 



 

We get that sand is not a good foundation for building.  A rock solid foundation 

is important for a house.   The youth that go on mission trips with the 

Appalachian service project get to see first hand what happens when you build a 

house without a good foundation.  Once the house is up, it’s really hard to fix the 

foundation.   

Before coming to Lake Harriet, I took a youth group to Juarez, Mexico, to do work 

similar to ASP, but across the border.  Our job was to build houses out of cinder 

block.  We were making great progress on the home we were building, mixing by 

hand the concrete that went in between the cinder blocks, when I came to the 

awful realization that I had been hauling bags from the wrong pile.  It all looked 

the same to me.  It was all the same color as concrete.  But, it was not concrete.  It 

was a bag of sand and it was very brittle once it dried.  I had built a home that 

would crumble once it rained.  We had to tear down everything we’d done and 

start over.  A roof over your head is of no importance if the walls are going to 

crumble down around you.     

Foundations of sand lead to lots of problems.  We know this in a way that the 

Board of Trustees would really prefer we didn’t have firsthand experience with.  

Our church is not built on rock.  It’s built on swampy sand.   

The pilings, those huge wooden poles, are what the church sits on, and the 

ground is shifting beneath it because it’s sand!  This is why the Trustees are 

looking at ways that we can reinforce the pilings so that the church figuratively, 

AND literally, sits on a solid and strong foundation!   

What’s the equivalent of solid rock for relationships?  For our lives?   

If we back up a bit and look at the bigger picture, this parable about foundations 

and rock and sand is the final teaching of Jesus in what we often call his sermon 

on the plain in Luke and his sermon on the Mount in Matthew.  It’s in this sermon 

that Jesus gives what amounts to HIS foundational teachings.  Jesus said a lot of 

things and taught a lot of things in parables, but this particular teaching was HIS 

foundational teaching.  It’s the one with all the blessings – for example, blessed 



are the poor, for they will inherit the earth.  He proclaimed blessings upon 

blessings.  But, he also preached warnings.  Woe to you!  This is your warning!   

Blessings and Woes about how we live in relationship with God and in 

relationship with others.  Then, he closes by telling people to focus on the log in 

their own eyes over the specks in other people’s eyes.  Look at your own living 

instead of judging the actions of others.  It’s not enough to say you believe, how 

you act shows the sort of foundation you’ve built your life on.  May you build 

your life, your relationships, and your faith on a solid foundation of belief-

inspired action. 

 


