
Lake Harriet News 
C h r o n i c l i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  L a k e  H a r r i e t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Volume 22, Issue 4                                                                                                                    April 2019 

L a k e  H a r r i e t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
4 9 0 1  C h o w e n  A v e n u e  S o u t h ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 1 0  



2 

April 7: Gifts of the Dark Wood: The Gift of Misfits 
John 12:1-11, Pastor Melanie preaching 

Holy Communion, Special Communion Offering 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir 

11:11a Shout Band 

 

April 14: Palm/Passion Sunday 
Luke Palm/Passion narrative, Pastor Melanie preaching 

9:00a Sanctuary Choir and Prime Chimers 

11:11a Shout Band 
 

April 19: Good Friday worship at 7:00p.  

Join us for a joint worship service with Living Spirit UMC,  

hosted at Lake Harriet UMC. 

Easter Sunday, April 21 
8:00a By Faith Band, Youth Led Worship with Communion 

9:30a and 11:00a Sanctuary Choir, Festival Bells, Brass, Shout Band 
 

Continental-style breakfast served by  

our youth from 8:30a-12:30p! 

Easter at Lake Harriet United Methodist Church 

UPCOMING WORSHIP &  
HOLY WEEK AT LHUMC 
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Seventeen years ago I began my first appointment, serving  

as the Associate Pastor at Centennial UMC in Roseville. I had 

absolutely no idea what I was doing. Sure, I had just finished 

three years of intensive study in seminary, but studying some-

thing and doing it, are very different things!  
 

New clergy are assigned mentors, and lucky for me, my  

mentor was Karen Bruins. Over the course of three years, we 

met regularly. We talked about the nuts and bolts of ministry: 

how to baptize a squirming baby, where to stand and what to 

say at a graveside service, how to navigate conflict within a 

ministry team. Karen was my first call whenever I had no idea 

what to do. 
 

By the time I was ordained an elder, I called Karen less with 

questions of logistics, and more about practical theology  

and the “big” questions of living out our faith and calling in 

daily life. Karen has been a gift and blessing to me these past 

seventeen years, and I am unbelievably grateful that she will  

be your new lead pastor. Karen is really good at all the “details” 

of ministry, but more importantly, she’s grounded in faith and 

deep wisdom for living our faith in community. You will learn 

so much from her, as have I. You will want her by your side 

when you face challenges and difficulties and you will want  

to celebrate with her in life’s major milestones. You will be  

immensely blessed by Karen’s leadership. 
 

Just to be clear - this is a two way street. I have met with Karen 

multiple times already and I will continue to do so, to ensure a 

smooth transition. Every time I’m with Karen, I tell her that Lake 

Harriet Church is an amazing community. I tell her that she is 

walking into a new setting with an amazing staff, a committed 

laity, and a community that is clear in its values. I tell her that 

she is going to love Lake Harriet as much as I believe you are 

going to love her. 
 

Transitions are hard, and it is difficult to imagine saying good-

bye to all of you. Yet it is a lot easier to do, knowing that you 

will be welcoming an amazing woman as your pastor. As we 

get closer to this summer, I am also beginning to look with 

more anticipation for the time I will have to dedicate to  

Brennon, Rylee, and Dylan, and exploring “what’s next” for  

our family life together.  
 

May this Easter season be a time of new life and new  

beginnings for all of us, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Melanie 

New Beginnings 
By Rev. Melanie Homan 

“To welcome, inspire, and nourish 

 our community to be the hands and feet 

 of God in the world.” 
 

4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH,  

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
Office Hours:  8:30 am – 5:00 pm (M—F) 

 

612.926.7645   
 

church@lakeharrietumc.org 
 

lakeharrietumc.org 

 

 

ROOTED IN OUR COMMUNITY 

We aim to be good neighbors. During  

the warm months we host the Fulton 

Farmer’s Market. Lake Harriet UMC also 

hosts our neighborhood food shelf  

at 31st and Fremont. 

 

RECONCILING CONGREGATION 

We welcome people of all gender identi-

ties and sexual orientations to participate 

in the life and ministries of our church. We 

honor and celebrate the diversity of all 

people and their families through our ad-

vocacy, dialogue, prayers and ministries. 

 

ARTS 

We welcome theater, music and arts 

groups into our space. Our Lake Harriet 

Players produce a high quality all-inclusive 

musical in our sanctuary every spring. 

 

GREEN 

We believe in caring for our earth. We have 

updated our building to be more efficient, 

are avid recyclers & composters, and have 

installed a rain garden on our property  

to reduce run-off and solar panels on our 

roof to reduce our electricity draw an  

average of 40%. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

We want your children to be safe at  

Lake Harriet UMC. We train volunteers, 

participate in strategic planning & screen 

all volunteers & employees who care for 

our kids, youth and vulnerable adults. 



2019 Appointment—Lake Harriet United Methodist Church 

Introducing 
 

Rev. Karen Bruins 

Family  
I am married to Dave Bruins. He works for Wells Fargo as an  

Operations Manager. Together we raised four sons: Kevin who 

lives in St. Paul, Scott and his wife Stephanie (parents of our  

precious granddaughters Elouise and Carly) who live in Rose-

mount, Daniel also of Rosemount, and Michael who lives in  

Portland, Oregon. Our family enjoys being silly together, playing 

games and being together at UM Family Camp.   
 

Education 

• Bachelor of Arts (Human Resources Management), University 

of St. Thomas 

• Master of Divinity, United Theological Seminary, Twin Cities 

• Certificate in Spiritual Direction, St. Catherine University 
 

Appointment History 

• Lead Pastor at The Well/Rosemount UMC, 2006-present 

• Associate Pastor at Rosemount UMC, 1996-2006 

• Associate Pastor at Asbury UMC, 1990-1994 

• Associate Pastor at Edgewater Emmanuel UMC, 1989-1994 

 

Continuing Education and Training 

• Mini-MBA, Non-Profit Management, University of St. Thomas 

 

From Bishop Ough 
It is the intention of Bishop Bruce Ough to appoint the Reverend Karen Bruins as pastor of Lake Harriet 

United Methodist Church, and acting on behalf of the congregation, the Staff Parish Relations Committee has 

confirmed the Bishop’s intention. Each church member’s supportive prayers and acts of kindness during the  

transition period will be greatly appreciated by all of the involved persons. 

From the Staff Parish Relations 

Committee 
On Sunday, February 24, members of the SPRC 

had the opportunity to meet with District Su-

perintendent Dan Johnson, Pastor Karen Bruins, 

and her husband Dave. We were in unanimous 

agreement that Karen would be a good fit for 

Lake Harriet UMC. We believe that her compas-

sionate presence, attentive listening, alignment 

with our core values, enthusiasm for creative 

collaboration, as well as her demonstrated 

leadership and mentoring skills make her an 

excellent choice to lead Lake Harriet UMC in its 

next chapter! We celebrate that Karen is excited 

to serve a Reconciling and Altar for All Congre-

gation, and that she will continue our commit-

ments to inclusion for all people in the life of 

the church. 

 

A native of south Minneapolis, Karen and her 

husband, Dave, are looking forward to return-

ing “home.” She and Dave will officially join us 

Sunday, June 30. Until then, we continue to 

enjoy and appreciate our time with Pastor 

Melanie, Brennon, Rylee, and Dylan before she 

goes on Family Leave. Please hold them in your 

prayers and take a moment to thank and 

acknowledge them for all they have contribut-

ed to this community over the past five years.  

 

Transitions are important. The SPRC is dedicat-

ed to facilitating a meaningful, loving and grace

-filled transition for LHUMC, the Homan/

Schaefer family, and the Bruins. This is a time 

filled with emotion: grief, anxiety, anticipation, 

excitement and hope. Let us come together 

and support one another through our prayers, 

words and actions in the months ahead.  

 

With joy, 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Bridges, Chair 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
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Bruce Ough, Bishop 

Dan Johnson, Twin Cities District Superintendent 

Service and Community Involvement 

• I have served for over a decade with a community group 

called, "ONE ROSEMOUNT." This group meets monthly 

and consists of city leaders from schools, social service 

agencies, police, churches, mayor, city planner, park & rec. 

etc. We work together on community projects and health, 

learn together, and serve together. 

• Tuesday mornings you’ll find me tutoring at Rosemount 

Elementary School with first grade students. 

• I have served on the District Committee on Superintendency 

in two districts. 

• I served on the Congregational Development team for years. 

• I have been a clergy mentor and a candidacy mentor. 

• I am currently serving on the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

• I have led United Methodist Family Camp at Koronis for 

over a decade. 

• I worked on the Reach, Renew, Rejoice campaign at the 

district level. 
 

Call to Ministry  
My call to ministry came as a young adult through three streams 

of involvement. I was formed as a young disciple and baptized 

into the faith at Judson Memorial Baptist Church, an American 

Baptist church in south Minneapolis. As a teenager, I was in-

volved with Young Life, a para-church organization ministering 

to teens, and I discovered that faith doesn't have to be boring. 

While a student at University of St. Thomas, I was involved in 

campus ministry and I had the opportunity to lead as a woman, 

at a Catholic university. 
 

Passion for Ministry 
My passion is helping people discover they are holy children 

of God, who are loved by a God whose grace is big enough 

to come in the flesh in the person of Jesus to show us what 

love looks like. 
 

Vision of the Church 
I believe that the local church is the hope of the world. It is 

the opportunity to embody an Acts 2 community that does 

life together; worship, study, prayer, holding things in com-

mon. Every local church is meant to embody that same spirit 

so that communities will be transformed because of that 

church's presence. For example, I tell the congregation I serve 

on a regular basis that if we are in this community, there 

should be no hungry children. Then we work to see how to 

make that happen through partnerships with the local ele-

mentary school, the neighborhood resource center, and com-

munity/civic groups. 
 

Leadership Style  
I am goal and process oriented. How we do what we do, how 

we are shaped in covenant community, is as important as the 

goal we achieve. My style is relational.   
 

Strengthsfinder: Positivity, Empathy, Input, Individualization, 

Developer 

D.I.S.C. – Influence and Steadiness 

Myers-Briggs – ENFJ 

Enneagram – 6 
 

Spiritual Disciplines and Study 
I attend to the means of grace through regular reading of Scrip-

ture, participation in a small group for faith development and 

another small group for personal development and regular par-

ticipation in worship. I am currently participating in an 8 month 

experience called the Ignatian Exercises which involves daily 

readings, prayer and weekly meeting with a spiritual director. 
 

Gifts for the Ministry 

• I enjoy gathering with a group of talented lay people and 

staff; praying and dreaming about what is calling a faith 

community to do. I recognize that I work best with a team 

of talented staff and lay people who have complementary 

gift sets to my own. 

• I love multi-generational ministry. I love that the church is 

a place where every age and stage belong. I am delighted 

by toddlers, touched by the wisdom of our elders, and 

rejuvenated by youth and young adults.    

• I believe in a shared model of leadership.  

• I am pretty calm and collected.  

• I am quick to apologize when I make a mistake. 

• I assume the best of others - and I think this is a gift in 

ministry. 

• I enjoy planning creative worship services that are multi-

sensory. 

• I am dependable and faithful. 
 

Theological Perspective 
I would describe myself as an evangelical liberal. I have a high 

Christology and believe that Christ is both the Savior and the 

hope of the world. I believe that all people are created in the 

image of God and affirm that each person, whatever their age, 

economic status, ethnicity, gender, mental or physical ability, 

marital status, sexual orientation, or gender identification, is a 

beloved child of God and worthy of God’s love and grace. 
 

I believe that the church is one of the few places left in the world 

in which you live in covenant community with persons who may 

have different experiences, politics and backgrounds. Our com-

mon ground is Jesus. I believe that people of deep faith, who 

take the Bible very seriously, may come to a different conclusion 

about a theological or social issue. Learning to respect and be in 

dialog with persons from a variety of perspectives is important 

to me. 

 

Contact Information 

Email: kbruins1@me.com 
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Wednesday Night Worship at Lake Harriet UMC 
There is something for everyone on Wednesday nights at Lake Harriet UMC! 

 

Free nursery care every Wednesday evening. 

 

6:00p Pizza 

6:30p Worship 

 

 

KidFirst Worship!  

Wednesday, April 10, 6:30p  
On Wednesday, April 10 (note date change this month), we will celebrate our monthly KidFirst  

intergenerational worship! GodsKids and Cherub Choirs will lead our music, with the Explore Class  

leading worship! Join us as we empower our young leaders and worship God together. 



Greetings from your Church Leadership, 2019 has brought 

a flood of unanticipated events in the life of the church; 

the news of Pastor Melanie’s family leave, the General 

Conference vote in February to adopt the Traditional Plan, 

and the appointment of Reverend Karen Bruins our new 

pastor. We would like to take a moment to thank Rachel 

Bridges and the entire Staff Parrish Relations Committee 

for all of their hard work and 

effort to support Melanie's 

decision and find a pastor 

that aligns well with the  

values of Lake Harriet. We 

have a few months yet to 

appreciate Melanie's pastoral 

gifts and will honor her years 

of service to Lake Harriet at 

our church picnic on June 2. 

We will then welcome Karen 

on June 30.  

 

Be assured your Leadership is committed to being  

welcoming and invitational to all. In late February we  

had a three hour meeting. Champions for each of our 

core value goals met in small groups, brainstormed  

some common ideas and articulated the next steps.  

These were then placed on a time line for the year. Watch 

for opportunities to be involved or ask any of the leaders 

about how to serve. The Shared Ministry Team will be 

reaching out to the congregation for volunteers to serve 

on committees and in leadership. Please prayerfully  

consider becoming more involved.  

 

As we move into April we congratulate all who participated 

in the Music Man production, look forward to celebrating 

Easter on 4/21 and the promise of spring weather which 

can’t be far behind. The Leadership council approved a 

resolution that when the Minneapolis schools announce a 

snow day, the church will cancel programming and staff 

will have the option of not coming into work.  

 

Happy Easter to you all,  

 

Jeanne Harkness and Mike Walker  

Assurance and Thanks 
Leadership Council Update 
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Wednesday  

Worship Lab  

6:30p 
 

Join us for a worship  

oasis in the middle  

of the week. 
 

Wednesday, April 3  

NO WORSHIP -  

SPRING BREAK! 

 
Wednesday, April 10, 6:30p 

KidFirst Worship:  

“God’s Dream” 

GodsKids and Cherub Choirs  

leading music 

Pastor Melanie assisting 

 
Wednesday, April 17, 6:30p 

Taize worship, Sanctuary 

Experience God in the quiet and 

calm of contemplative singing, 

prayer, and silence. 

Pastor Melanie assisting 

 
Wednesday, April 24, 6:30p 

Youth led worship 

By Faith Youth Band 

Pastor Chris assisting 

Be assured your 

Leadership is  

committed to  

being welcoming 

and invitational  

to all. 
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Janet Bomar, Director of Children & Family Ministry   |   janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org   |   612.926.7645, ext. 15 

Children & Family Ministry 
By Janet Bomar, Director 

Follow The Path To Easter 
This Palm Sunday (April 14), during the 10:00 Enrichment Hour, I invite you 

to bring your children to join me in the Fellowship Hall for a special Path to 

Easter event. There will be stations set up for children to learn about Palm 

Sunday, The Last Supper, The Garden, Jesus’ arrest and death, the tomb and 

resurrection. The children will have a passport and get stamp at each stop. 

There will be no Godly Play or Explore classes this Sunday. 

 

Easter EGGS-TRAVAGANZA Saturday, April 20 
Join us on Saturday, April 20, from 9:30-11:30a, in the Fellowship Hall for our 

annual family Easter Eggs-travaganza! There will be  

lots of fun Easter and spring themed crafts  

for all ages. We will read the Easter story  

and then hunt for Easter eggs! This  

year, to cut back on all the candy,  

eggs will be stuffed with tickets  

that the kids can use to redeem for  

prizes (sidewalk chalk, bubbles, crayons,  

stickers, etc). If the weather isn’t cooperating  

we will have our egg hunt indoors. This fun family event is open to everyone 

so feel free to invite friends! Coffee and breakfast treats will be available. 

 

Milestone Ministry 
Remaining Milestone celebrations for this program year: 

April 7 - 4
th

 grade milestone: Worship Around the Year. Our 4
th

 graders will 

be learning about the liturgical year and church calendar.  

May 5 - 3
rd

 grade milestone: A Bible of My Own. On this Sunday, our 3
rd

 

graders will receive their very own Bibles during the 9:00 worship service!  

 

Vacation Bible School Update: 
Be on the lookout this Spring for our VBS wish 

list. Every year LHUMC opens its doors to 125 

campers at no cost to the families. One of the 

ways we are able to make this a free camp is 

because of the generosity of our LHUMC  

congregation! I will put a list of needed items 

for the week of VBS. If you are willing, you 

can sign up to donate that item and bring 

it to church in June (specific date TBA).  

 

 

There are spots available for Vacation Bible  

School! For more information or to register go to: 

 http://www.lakeharrietumc.org/vacation-bible-school/  

http://www.lakeharrietumc.org/vacation-bible-school/
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SPRING BREAK- April 1-5- There is no programming during  

Minneapolis Spring Break. Enjoy the time! 
 

Wednesday, April 10 and 17- 6th and 7th graders will be focusing 

on Islam, while the 8th graders continue with eastern religions. 9th graders 

will be working on faith statements. 
 

Wednesday, April 17- we will have a special reception time with Eriks 

and Elizabeth Dunens, who have been a special part of our youth ministry 

and are going to be moving. We will have some time during dinner to rec-

ognize them, and then this will be the focus of the Sr. High Drop-In time. 
 

Saturday, April 20- All youth are invited to help with the Easter Egg-

stravangaza! Breakfast Set-up and final prep for service- From 12-2:00p, 

people can drop off baked goods and we will need volunteers to come set 

up to the Reception Room for the next day’s breakfast. We will also have a 

service run-through from 12:30-1:30p. Lunch from 12:00-12:30p. 
 

Sunday, April 21- EASTER SUNDAY! We have a lot going on 

Easter morning. We will need all worship leaders to be at church by 7:15a. 

Worship starts at 8:00a. We will also need all breakfast leaders by 7:45a for 

serving breakfast. We will have two shifts to serve breakfast to all worship-

goers on Easter Sunday. All ASP participants should plan for a shift if they 

are in town. Sign up will be on SignUpGenius. 
 

Wednesday April 24- For the 7th and 8th graders, we will have a 

speaker join us as we learn about Native American Spirituality. Sr. High  

will have the FINAL “THE GAME” of the year. It all comes down to this! 

 

Chris Carr, Pastor of Youth Ministries   |   chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org   |   612.926.7645, ext. 14 

Youth Ministry 
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor 

Middle School Mission Trip:  
Friday, August 9-Monday, August 12 

Calling all rising 5
th

-8
th

 graders! This year Chris Carr and Janet Bomar are working together on a mission trip  

experience! We will head to Duluth for a long weekend mission experience. We will break into smaller work 

groups and spend our days working different service projects. Cost is $225 (includes transportation, food,  

lodging). Scholarships are available. If you have questions or are interested in chaperoning please contact  

Janet Bomar or Chris Carr. To register: visit lakeharrietumc.org. 
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Feed My Starving  

Children: Next Day  

to Serve: April 1  
Want to spend a little time making a big 

difference in a hungry child’s life? Come 

pack specially formulated meals for 

starving children in over 50 countries at 

Feed My Starving Children. Volunteers 

that are 3rd grade and older can work 

together to care for our world’s most 

vulnerable kids. Lake Harriet UMC sends 

volunteers to work at FMSC on the first 

Monday of every month. A carpool 

(good for the earth and good for fellow-

ship!) leaves the church at 7:20p and 

returns no later than 10:00p. Sign up at 

lakeharrietumc.org or on the form on 

the table in the Commons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Meals Next 

Date to Serve:  

Saturday, April 27 
Serve over 125 meals to our hungry 

neighbors at the Wesley Center. Our 

church sends a volunteer team to pre-

pare and serve the meal, and deliver pre

-made dessert bars to the men and 

women who gather at Wesley. 
 

•4th Saturday/every other month 

•Preparation begins at 9am 

•Lunch is served at 11am 

•Address: 101 E Grant St, Minneapolis 
 

Sign up at lakeharrietumc.org or on the 

form on the table in the Commons. 

Looking Ahead… 

Final Mentor Night And YAY Night 

Wednesday- May 1- 9th graders will meet with their 

mentors for the last official time this spring. We will discuss gathering 

times over summer and next fall reconnection. YAY Night groups will 

gather for one more time this spring. 

 

Youth Serve! Dinner and Trivia Night 

Friday, May 3- As a fundraiser for our summer mission  

experiences, the youth will serve a great dinner, followed by a 

family friendly trivia experience with prizes! There will also be  

silent auction items to bid on. All ASP-goers and middle school 

mission trippers will be organizing and leading the event. 

 

Summer Planning Session  

Wednesday, May 8- Youth will gather for pizza, and then 

we will have a big planning session for the summer and the next 

year. We have some exciting things coming up and want every-

one’s help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LYFE Camp Registration Is OPEN! 
June 24-30. 7th and 8th graders, we are especially talking to you! 

LYFE Camp where you learn to Live Your Faith Everyday! Held at 

the beautiful Northern Pines Camp. All Confirmation students 

need to select one or more summer faith experiences, and this is 

one that all should plan on! As a church, we subsidize $200 on all 

registrations and will coordinate additional scholarship funds as 

needed. Get registered at http://www.campminnesota.org/

summercamps. Look for LYFE Camp. This camp is open to all ages 

of youth, and 11th and 12th graders have an opportunity to serve 

as Leaders in Training. If you have any questions about this event, 

contact Pastor Chris. 

Youth Ministry (continued) 
By Rev. Chris Carr, Pastor 
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LAKE HARRIET UMC  

T-SHIRTS! 

As the global United Methodist 

Church is in disagreement  

over LGBTQ+ issues, help  

share the news that  

Lake Harriet UMC 

 is a welcoming place  

FOR ALL.  

LHUMC t-shirts will be available 

for purchase again this spring. 

Priced at $20/shirt, they are high

-quality 60/40 combed ringspun 

cotton/polyester, and help us 

share the mission of this church 

to the community and beyond. 

Note: At this time we have  

adult sizes only.  

Black American Food & Culture Celebration Brunch  

SUNDAY April 28, 12:00p! 
ALSET and Reconciling Ministries invite the LHUMC community to an authentic Black Folk 

brunch on Sunday, April 28, at 12:00p, in Fellowship Hall. Catered by LHUMC member Josie 

Dorsey, you will be presented with delicacies associated with Black American culture sur-

rounding food and fellowship. Please come and enjoy the food and a short presentation  

on the importance of food and fellowship in the Black community. John 6:35: “Then Jesus 

declares, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry...”  

Help share the welcoming message 

 of Lake Harriet UMC! 
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Spring Adult Learning &  

Spiritual Enrichment Offerings 
 

Lenten series "The Last Week"  
by Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg.  

Wednesday Nights. Books available for $12. 
 

Lenten Video Series, Gifts of the Darkwood 
March 10–April 14, Sundays 10–11:00a.  

Books available for $14. 
 

Paul Tillich’s Theology of God  

with Rev. Jim Gaughan   
April 28–May 19, Sundays 10-11:00a, Reception Room 

 

For full information and to sign up online,  

visit lakeharrietumc.org.  

Altar Flower Sign Up 

Online AND in the 

Commons  
Help beautify our Sanctuary by 

providing altar flowers on Sun-

day mornings (in memory or 

honor of someone if you wish). 

The flowers are provided by 

Bachman’s and you can take 

them with you following the 

11:11a service that Sunday. Cost 

is $55. Sign up and pay online at 

lakeharrietumc.org or on the 

form now in the Commons. 

April Special  

Communion  

Offering:  

 
The first Sunday of each month is 

Communion Sunday, where we hold 

a special communion offering. The 

Outreach Committee chooses an 

organization or charity to be the 

recipient of this offering. We strive 

to ensure our choices reflect the 

missional goal of Lake Harriet UMC 

to nourish our community and to be 

the hands and feet of God in the 

world. Did you know you can give 

to the communion offering all 

month long, not just on commun-

ion Sunday? If you miss a commun-

ion Sunday, it’s not too late! You can 

designate offerings to the commun-

ion cause any Sunday of the month. 

 

The April 7 Special Communion  

Offering will support  

OC Ministries - CROP Orphanage 

in Sierre Leone, food support. 

“There is divine beauty 

in learning...To learn 

means to accept the 

postulate that life did 

not begin at my birth. 

Others have been here 

before me, and I walk  

in their footsteps.” 

 

—Elie Wiesel 
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Twin Cities District UMW Spring Gathering 
8:30 Registration and Emma’s Tea/Coffee 

9:20 Gathering with music in the Sanctuary 

9:30 Worship, Welcome; Program-Speaker Cindy Saufferer, a director on the UMW National Board 

12:00 Lunch and Closing 
 

To register: Cut out this form, complete one on Sundays in the Commons at church, or visit lakeharrietumc.org to 

complete and pay electronically. Cost is $12 including lunch; without lunch $5. Make checks out to LHUMC- UMW. 

Mail check and registration form to: Marge Spannaus, LHUMW, 4901 Chowen Avenue South, Minneapolis 55410, 

or drop off your registration in the LHUMC office. Deadline to register is Friday, April 19, 2019. For registration 

questions: contact Marge Spannaus, margespannaus@gmail.com. Childcare will be provided at no additional cost-

-please indicate if childcare is needed on your registration.  
 

Registration: 
 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail address__________________________________________Phone_________________________ 

 

Home church_____________________________Church city____________________ 

 

Food/dietary concerns__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Options:  $12 for morning program & lunch;_____$5 for program only (no lunch) 
 

_____Personal check(s) enclosed; _____Group Registration-one check for multiple reservations. 

 

CHILDCARE:  Yes, I need childcare for (number) _____child/children.   

 

Child’s/children’s Name(s) and age(s)_______________________________________________________ 

Lake Harriet United Methodist Women is excited to host 

the Twin Cities District United Methodist Women Spring 

Gathering on Saturday, April 27, 2019! You are invited to 

join other women from across the metro area for a 

morning of worship, fellowship and learning followed by 

a spring luncheon. Music Director Jungjoo Park and 

women and youth from Lake Harriet UMC will participate 

in the worship leadership. Cindy Saufferer, a Director on 

the UMW National Board and member of its Eliminating 

Institutional Racism Committee will speak on the School 

to Prison Pipeline, the disproportionate tendency of mi-

nors and young adults from disadvantaged backgrounds 

to become incarcerated. If you have ever wanted to learn 

more about UMW, this is a great opportunity. Also, we 

need your help to show our LHUMC hospitality! Volun-

teer opportunities include helping to greet, usher, bring treats and provide hospitality during the catered 

lunch. If you are available to help, please sign up online through this link https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0B4DA8AF2AA6FA7-umwdistrict or talk with Lorrie Sandelin, volunteer coordinator. We hope you will 

be a part of this great day! Questions re: program and volunteer opportunities? Email Patti Marsh Cagle @ 

jrpmc86@msn.com or Lorrie Sandelin @ lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org. 

Twin Cities District United Methodist Women  

Spring Gathering at LHUMC Saturday, April 27, 2019 

Cindy Saufferer and Bishop Ough 
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Follow us on  

social media:  
 

Instagram: LakeHarrietUMC 

Twitter: @LakeHarrietUMC 

 @LHUMCkids 

 @LHUMCyouth 

Facebook: facebook.com/Lake-

Harriet-United-Methodist-Church 

To visit our website, use 

your smartphone to scan 

the QR code at right.  

To read our monthly  

newsletters online, use  

your smartphone to scan 

the QR code at right.  

New Member Class  

April 10, 7:00p 
If you are considering membership 

at Lake Harriet UMC, join us! This 

class is a great opportunity to learn 

more about Lake Harriet UMC and 

the United Methodist Church. Child-

care provided! Interested? Call the 

church office 612-926-7645. 

Save The Date!  

Youth Serve!  

Dinner and Trivia Night 

Friday, May 3 
As a fundraiser for our summer mission experiences, the 

youth will serve a great dinner, followed by a family friendly 

trivia experience with prizes! There will also be silent auction 

items to bid on. All ASP-goers and middle school mission 

trippers will be organizing and leading the event. 

Operation Clear  

Vision: Give People 

The Gift Of Better 

Sight  Bring in your old 

eyeglasses and put them in 

the collection bin in the 

church entryway. The Lions 

Club will redistribute them to 

OC Ministries’ Operation 

Clear Vision program. 



“To welcome, inspire, and nourish our community to be  

the hands and feet of God in the world.” 
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Lake Harriet United  

Methodist Church Staff 

 

MINISTERS: Our entire congregation 

 

PASTOR:   

Rev. Melanie Homan 

melanie.homan@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

PASTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES: 

Rev. Chris Carr 

chris.carr@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/ 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Søren Bijnagte 

soren.bijnagte@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR 

Lauren Bird 

lauren.bird@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY: 

Janet Bomar 

janet.bomar@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

BELL CHOIRS DIRECTOR: 

Thomas Johanson 

thomas.johanson@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES/ 

CHOIR DIRECTOR: 

Jungjoo Park 

jungjoo.park@lakeharrietumc.org 

 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR/ 

JOYCE UPTOWN FOODSHELF DIRECTOR:  

Lorrie Sandelin 

lorrie.sandelin@lakeharrietumc.org  

 

BAND DIRECTOR: 

Emily Thomas 

emily.thomas@lakeharrietumc.org   

 

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST/ 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

Jane Weiers 

jane.weiers@lakeharrietumc.org   

 

DIRECTOR, LHUMC PRESCHOOL: 

Andrea Wright 

awright@lakeharrietumpreschool.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does LHUMC uniquely exist?  

To welcome, inspire, and nourish our  

community to be the hands and feet of  

God in the world.  
 

How do we behave (Core Values)?  

1. Inclusive  

2. Intergenerational  

3. In Community 
 

What is our goal?  

Create a welcoming and hospitable  

environment to fuel growth for all ages.  
 

How will we succeed (Objectives)?  

1. Host quarterly/semi-annual events/build 

strategic partners  

2. Develop intergenerational service on 

Wednesday nights 

3. Strengthen system for deepening  

engagement  

4. Care for our physical environment. 

LIVING OUT OUR MISSION 



4901 CHOWEN AVENUE SOUTH 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN  55410 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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PERMIT 90083 

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church is a vibrant, reconciling  

congregation in the 50th and France area, with a heartbeat call  

to “be the community to welcome and sustain one another in this 

thing called life.” All are welcome here, and there is something 

for everyone here. To learn more about our many ministries, visit 

www.lakeharrietumc.org, or stop by the church office.   

“...the people; they 

are so welcoming, 

so committed to the 

church, they take 

care of each other, 

build each other up 

and really love 

 their neighbor.” 

Lake Harriet United Methodist Church welcomes people of all gender identities and sexual orientations to participate in the life and ministries 
of our church. We honor and celebrate the diversity of all people and their families through our advocacy, prayers and ministries. 


